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INDIA 


BENGAL MINISTER ASSAILS PUBLIC DISTRIBUTION SYSTEM 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 22 Mar 81 p 7 


[Text] Mr Sudhin Kumar, Minister for Civil Supplies, told the West Bengal 
Assembly on Saturday that “it is impossible for any single State, and a heavily 
deficit one at that, to provide consumers with essential items at fair prices". 


The Minister pointed out that no State could strengthen its public distribution 
system without adequate cooperation from the Centre. He hoped that West Bengal, 
which had the largest rationing system in the country, would receive the full 
support of the Centre and other State». The House passed his demand for budgetary 
grants during the day. 


While moving the motion for grants and replying to the discussion, Mr Kumar 
quoted statistics .o prove that the State was not receiving its full quota of 
essential items from the Centre. He was particulary [as published) critical of 
the Food Corporation of India and said: "We are taking all necessary steps to 
complete our preparations for the take-over and would bring before the people 
all the lapses and failures of the FCI to meet its obligations”. 


Referring to complaints about the quality of rice and wheat supplied through 
ration shops, the Minister said they were “by and large justified". "Since we 
are the largest consumer of Central pool foodgrain, we are penalized by issue 

of very old and deteriorated stocks. What is more disturbing is that the spe- 
cifications for central procurement of foodgrain have been deliberately kept low 
and no sustained effort has been made in the surplus and producing States to 
improve storage facilities". 


Regarding supply of non-edible essentials through ration shops, the Minister said 
the distribution of exercise books and matches had “stabilized to some extent". 
Fxercise books worth Rs 1.23 crores were distributed till the end of February, and 
measures taken to ensure that the match boxes supplied were of a better quality. 
However, the price would go up by two paise a box, because the Union Budget 
proposed to levy an excise duty on all kinds of match boxes. 


The Minister said that for dealing more effectively with economic offences, the 
State Government had suggested certain local amendments to the Essential Commodi- 
ties Act. The Centre has recently informed the State Government that some compre- 
hensive amendments were being contemplated, and a Bill would be introduced in 
Parliament during the current session. 

















The Opposition members, particularly, the Congresas(1) members, were told by Mr 
Amritendu Mukherjee, Minister for Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services, not 
to encourage the employees of his departments to refuse to go to villages. 


Mr Mukherjee, who was replying to a Congresse(!) member's allegations, stressed 
that such “indulgence” would only hinder efforts to extend services to people 
in remote villages. The Minister demanded grants of Re 14,39,95,000 and Rs 
25,32,40,000 for his departments for 1981-82, 


As soon as Mr Nanuram Roy (Janata) started his speech criticizing the budget, 
Sheikh Imajuddin (Congress-I) drew the attention of the Deputy Sepaker, Mr 
Kalimddin Shams and alleged that there was no quorum in the House. Mr Shams 
then pressed the bell. Members entered the House and quorum was restored. 

Mr Roy, resuming his speech, emphasized that enough money had not been « ‘otted 
for different proposals. 


The Minister, however, said that all efforts were being made to raise milk 
production to 13.38 lakh tones [as published] in 1981-82. A plan for a sub- 
sidiary zoo was under consideration. About 200 acres of land would be necessary 
for this purpose, he added, The ¢2mand was passed by voice vote. 


The House meets at 1 p.m. on Monday. 


CSO: 4220/7376 








INDIA 


"NOSEDIVE' PREDICTED IN U.S.-INDIAN RELATIONS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Mar 81 p 6 
[Article by A. S. Abraham] 


[Text] Are Indo-American relations entering a neo-Dullesian era? All the signs 
point towards their doing so. Convinced as they are that the Russian presence in 
Afghanistan gives the Soviets the opportunity to choke off Western oil supplies 
from the Persian-Arabian Gulf region, the Americans are busy devising a political 
and military strategy to counter this putative advantage. 


One part of the strategy is to build up an armed presence in the vicinity of the 
Gulf so that troops can be rushed in to deal with emergencies perceived by the 
Americans to endanger Western interests. 


A second is to shore up, politically, economically and, in the last analysis, 
militarily, moderate Arab regimes in the area. These regimes must contend 
increasingly with the pressures of rapid social change that frenetic development 
is generating and with growing restiveness as much among radical as fundamentalist 
groups. 


The recent formation of a co-operation council of six moderate Gulf states, led 
by Saudi Arabia (the others are Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, Qatar, Oman 
and Bahrain), does not militate against the Americar strategy. The council, to 
be able to deal with pressures from radical and ultra-conservative extremes, 
neither of which is pro-American, cannot afford to be identified with Western 
interests and has prudently decided to be non-aligned. Its effectiveness in 
containing such pressures would mesh nicely with Western goals since the West, 
as Iran has shown, has as much to fear from Muslim clerics as from communists. 


A third aspect of the strategy is to make life as difficult as possible for the 
Russians in Afghanistan. This means giving the /mujahidin/ [in italics] the 
wherewithal to hold their own (and perhaps more) against Russian and Afghan 
troops. 


‘akistan has a crucial role to play in this strategy. In the Gulf region, it 
as the strongest, best-equipped and best-trained army and is well-positioned to 
train local forces there as well as to come to the aid of regimes threatened by 
subversive tumult. Reports suggest that it has already set about playing this 
supportive role. 











Strategy 


in Afghanistan, it can, as the Americans see it, perform two vital functions, 
one, to serve as a conduit for Western-supplied arms to the /mujahidin/ [in 
italics] and, two, as a “frontline” state, to check a Soviet advance from 
Afghanistan towards the Gulf. Pakistan's crucial tasks, both in the Gulf and 

on the border with Afghanistan, require it, in the American view, to be substan- 
tially strengthened, militarily and economically. 


The Americans are aware that arming Pakistan (as against merely aiding it 
economically) as heavily as they feel its part in their grand strategy warrants 
means putting India's back up. They know that from the very beginning their 
policies in the subcontinent have driven India and the US further and further 
apart. But in the past they have been prepared to pay that price and they are 
readying themselves to pay it now because they felt then, as they appear to feel 
now, that the advantages of those policies to them as a superpower outweigh the 
costs of alienating India, a regional demipower. 


They would, of course, prefer to have the advantages without the costs. They 
argue that this would be possible if India were not as obsessively worried about 
Pakistan as they believe it is. Especially after the 1971 war, they say, Indian 
primacy on the subcontinent is no more in doubt. India has the larger popula- 
tion, the bigger army, the greater area, the more abundant resources, the larger 
pool of skilled manpower, a functioning democracy, the more substantial global 
political clout. 


Pakistan, on the other hand, has lost its eastern wing, it is smaller in every 
respect and so weaker. How can it possibly aspire to challenge India's dominance, 
to claim parity with it? And even if it does, why should India take such a chal- 
lenge seriously? If India were to be less neurotic, in American eyes, about 
Pakistan, the two states could resolve their problems, the subcontinent would be 
cohesive and there would be no opportunity for the Russians to step in and exploit 
local divisions to their own advantage. 


But while this line of argument conceded, in theory, India's role as the natural 
leader of the subcontinent, American policy has been and remains designed to 
prevent India from actually assuming that leadership because, were it to do so, 
US policy, in the wider perspective of superpower politics, would be that much 
harder to push through in the area. For instance, if the US were to deal with 
India rather than Pakistan because India is, as the US professes to believe, the 
dowinant subcontinental state, then its strategy for the Gulf region, for 
Afghanistan, for Sino-US relations, all of them aspects of the US drive to 
"contain" the Soviets, would not find the ready acceptance it does in Pakistan. 


Limited 


It is true that the Pakistanis, anxious not to dissipate the limited political 
capital they have acquired in the non-aligned world to which they have relatively 
recently been admitted, are trying to live down their pro-American past. Hence 
the talk about wanting American assistance but not wanting to become an American 
ally. But while the Pakistanis may be changing their tactics, their strategy 
remains essentially what it has always been, i.e., pro-Western. 








It is a different matter with India which claims natural subcontinental primacy 
as, among other reasons, the inheritor of British India's political weight and 
obligations. That weight must be directed towards giving the subcontinent maxi- 
mum flexibility in global politics so as to strengthen its independence and sta- 
bility. The pursuit of this objective requires staying clear of embroilment in 
the superpower cold war and avoiding political commitment to the US or the USSR 
Like the plague. 


The Indian subcontinent's involvement, willy-nilly, in the cold war has been the 
Americans' doing. The Russians did not make the first move, the Americans did 
when they made Pakistan an ally in the Baghdad Pact (later the Central Treaty 
Organisation or Cento) and when the Pakistanis, in turn, sought to use thit 
alliance (and the abundant sophisticated arms it brought them) not only to try 
and prise Kashmir out of India's grasp but also to assert geopolitical parity 
with India. The Russians were left with little choice but to come in as well. 


For that reason, American penetration of the subcontinent, aiming as it did at 
enlisting the region on the US side in the cold war, was a direct threat to 
India's dominance, unlike the Russian entry which was a reaction to American 
moves. Had India played along with the Americans like Pakistan did in the 
Baghdad Pact, it would have bartered away its political autonomy and the freedom 
of manoeuvre arising from that autonomy for a nominal subcontinental dominance on 
American sufferance. Since it did not play along, it has been able to maintain 
that political autonomy and manoeuvrability at the cost of having the US 
deliberately build up Pakistan as a rival claimant to subcontinental dominance. 


Cold War 


The Americans like to say that 1971 settled the issue of parity/dominance once 

and for all in India's favour. Yet, following the 1973 oil crisis, the subsequent 
and continuing energy crunch, the severe recession, inflation and unemployment 

in the Western economies, the signs of instability in the Gulf region (the short- 
lived seizure of the Grand Mosque in Saudi Arabia by Islamic fundamentalists in 
November 1979 being the most dramatic of them), the downfall of the Shah, the 
Iran-Iraq war and the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan, the US has been 
reapplying the very policies in the subcontinent the effects of which, when the 
policies were first applied, the 1971 war had (as it turns out, temporarily) 
nullified. 


Omce again, the subcontinent is being directly and deeply embroiled in the super- 
power cold war, once again Pakistan is being given a key role in US strategy to 
keep the Russians at bay, once again India is bein; told that insistence on 
non-involvement in the cold war will mean strengt'.ening Pakistan's recently muted 
but never abandoned claims to parity with India, once again American policy is 
distorting the subcontinental political configuration. 


The divergence in American and Indian geostrategic perceptions as they apply to 
the subcontinent is as wide as ever. Unlike India, the Americans do not see (and 
have never seen) the subcontinent as a geographically, historically and cultur- 
ally self-contained unit and as one, for that reason, relatively insulated from 
cold-war competitiveness (relatively, compared to, say, the Mediterranean, 
central European, west Asian, Persian-Arabian or north-east Asian regions which 








ife in the difeet (ine ©: attack, se te spean), They have seen it (especially 
Pakistan) 46 4 part of the southeweet Asian area and so closely linked with 
theif interests thefe 


The Reagan government is bringing to the execution of the strategy to “eontain” 
the Seviete the @rusader spirit that animated the Eisenhower=-Dulles acministra 
tion im the fifties when, uneurprisingly, indo-U8 relations reached their nadir, 
Now, they can be expected once more to nosedive, 


C80: 4220/7424 
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DELHI GIVES ‘FRESH LOOK’ fO PRC, PAKISTAN RELATIONS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 24 Mar 61 p i 

[Article by G. K, Reddy) 

[Text] New Delhi, Mareh 23, 


As part of an earnest attempt to avert the dangers of a further intensification 
of superpower rivalries in the region, India has been taking 4 fresh look at 
ite relations with both China and Pakistan to see what could be done to prevent 
4 serious setback to the process of normalisation, 4 setback that could occur 
more through 4 misconception of their policies and perceptions than a conflict 
of obligations and interests. 


The Prime Minister, Mre. Gandhi, and the External Affaire Minister, Mr. P. V. 
Narasimha Rao, have had detailed discussions on 411 aspects of this complex 
exercise with the Indian Ambassadors in Beijing and Islamabad, who were recently 
called to Delhi for consultations. 


This in-depth review covers an appraisal of the internal situation in the two 
countries, the nature of their relationship with third countries, the extent of 
their involvement in the current Soviet-American rivalries in Asia, and the inter- 
relation between their present-day political postures and long-term objectives. 


Soviet intentions: In aesessing the Chinese and Pakistani concerns and motiva- 
tions, 4a proper distinction is being kept between their understandable appre- 

hensions about Soviet intentions and their instinctive tendency to automatically 
line up on the American side in any power rivalry between Moscow and Washington. 


In attempting to tailor its policies to prod China and Pakistan to take a more 
detached view of such developments, India has to have a clearer concept of its 
own national interests and lofty pursuits as a leading proponent of non- 
alignment and non-interference in the internal affairs of other nations. 


it has to first identify the common ground between their approaches to current 
evente in the region, before exploring the possibilities of a limited under- 
standing on what could be done to avoid an exacerbation of their persisting 
differences, despite their divergent views on issues like Kampuchea and 
Afghanistan. 











The political situation in China remains still to fluidtoo think in terms of an 
early dialogue with the present leadership in Beijing either on bilateral issues 
or regional problems, The de facto head of the Government, Mr. Deng Xiaoping, 
has not yet fully eatablished his control over the party, army and the bureau- 
eracy to be able to embark on any major policy changes, 





The continued uncertainty about the visit of the Chinese Foreign Minister, Mr. 
Huang Hua, despite repeated assurances from Beijing that it is keen on normalisa- 
tion of Sino-Indian relations, is quite indicative of the uncertain internal 
situation, 


So what India is now trying to do is stop looking upon Mr, Huang Hua's visit as 
a barometer of the Chinese intentions, so that the two countries could start 
talking at various levels to establish better relations in different spheres to 
the extent possible in the present circumstances, 


In other words, the commencement of the process of normalisation at whatever 
limited pace need not be made contingent on Mr. Huang Hua's long over-due visit. 


Though a border accord is most essential for any real improvement in Sino-Indian 
relations, it should be possible to keep this issue aside for some more time if 
the two countries can at least discuss uninhibitedly and without undue reserva- 
tions how best they could avert superpower confrontation in Asia with all the 
attendant riske of a renewed arms race in sensitive regions like the Indian sub- 
continent. 


The initiation of a useful dialogue on such issues need not be deferred until Mr. 
Huang Hua is able to visit Delhi, since the current rethinking has already led 

to an affective de-linking of this demonstrative aspect of a desire for better 
relations from the present compulsions for early exchanges on the regional situa- 
tion. 





Similarly, India is trying to keep up a credible distinction between Pakistan's 
genuine security concerns in the wake of the Soviet intervention in Afghanistan 
and the propensities of the present military regime to exaggerate the threat to 
quality for resumption of American military assistance. 


There can be no serious objection if Pakistan goes in for limited acquisition 
of modern arms to meet its bona fide defence requirements, so long as President 
Zia Ul-Haq does not use the Soviet threat as a ploy for rearming on 4 much 
larger scale than justified by the current geopolitical factors in the region. 


American arms: The acquisition of American arms beyond a legitimate point would 
inevitably have a deeply unsetting effect in the subcontinent, confronting India 
with an altogether new situation. 


The Indian Ambassadors have returned to Beijing and Islamabad with a clearer 
idea of the current thinking at the highest levels in Delhi on what could or 
should be done by India, China and Pakistan to lessen the dangers of superpower 
rivalries in the region, consistent with their respective political policies and 
strategic assessments of the situation. 


And it remains to be seen how they are going to react to this Indian initiative 
for a limited accord on how they could insulate the area from further tensions, 
without prejudice to their own interests. 


CSO: 4220/7421 
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CONGRESS(1) MAY ELECTIONS ‘FAR FROM CERTAIN' 
Rombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Mar 61 p 9 
[Text] New Delhi, Mareh 23, 


it is far from certain whether the organisational elections of the Congress (1) 
will take place as scheduled in May. 


Although Mra. Indira Gandhi is reportedly keen to hold party elections to end 
/ad hociem/ [in italics] that has gone on for seven years, many states are 
pleading that their enrolment of members is still under way and that their 
"books" to be submitted to the AICC (1) are not yet ready. 


Some of the factors that have contributed to the general atmosphere of uncer- 
tainty in the party on this score are the unending factionalisem and dissidence, 
which manifests itself in many forms, including the indecisiveness in the formula- 
tion of PCC (1) lists. 


Maharashtra, for example, has not been able to come up with the MPCC (I) list 
although the /ad hoc/ [in italics] president was appointed over two months ago. 


He has held discussions with the chief minister, senior party office-bearers 
and Central ministers hailing from Maharashtra. But the result is eluding him. 


Enrolment of Members 


Among the states which have reportedly asked Mrs. Gandhi for an extension of time 
ro complete their membership lists are Maharashtra, Gujarat, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu, West Bengal and Punjab. 


Many other states have reported to the party headquarters that they are ready to 
hold the elections in May. 


The last date for enrolling members, extended for the third time, is March 31. 
The PCC (1)s are expected to submit their books to the AICC(I) by April 15 
after which the date for holding elections will be decided. 


Asked about the organisational elections, Mr. S. S. Mohapatra, AICC(I) general 
secretary, said: "Mrs. Gandhi is not in favour of extending the date for holding 





elections, But if she ie satisfied that the requests from Pradesh committees of 
the party for extending the time are justified, she may agree to postpone the 
elections,” 


Replying to 4 question on the dismissal of Mr, V. C, Shikla from the Union 
cabinet, Mr. Mohapatra said that the party had nothing to do with it and that 
"such matters are always the prerogative of the Prime Minister,” 


On the appointment of PCC (1) presiden es in Gujarat and Punjab, he said that the 
chief ministers would continue to head the party for the time being. The question 
of Mr. Jaieukhlal Hathi going as Gujarat PCC (1) chief did not arise “as he is 
etill the governor of Punjab.” 


In Andhra Pradesh, the PCC (1) president, Mr. M. A. Asis, who had recently been 
appointed a minister in the state government, would continue to hold the organisa- 
tional post. 


The issue of re-admitting some leaders who had left the party is also being 
processed by the high command. Mr. Vasantrao Patil, Mr. S. Rajendra Kumari 
Vajpai, and Mr. Mohapatra have have been scrutinising applications and decision 
will be taken by Mre. Gandhi shortly. 
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INDIA 


BJP LEADER ALLEGES U.S. PLOT AGAINST INDIA 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Mar 61 p 4 


[Text] Chandigarh, March 24--For a change, the Bhartiya Janata Party has impli- 
citly accused the US of trying to create destabilisation in India. 


In a statement issued today by Punjab BJP general secretary Hit Abhilaehi said 
he and his party had reasons to believe that Mr Ganga Singh Dhillon, an American 
citizen, who came here to spearhead the demand for Khalistan was acting as an 
agent of that foreign power. He said it was significant that the Chief 

Khalsa Dewan, a body to look after Sikh educational institutions, let its forum 
be used for the preaching of the concept of a Sikh State and associate membership 
for Sikhe at the UN. 


The BJP leader said that it was heartening to note that the Sikh community had 
ignored the move. The nation should not allow such misguided and irresponsible 
elements to preach communal hatred and propogate secessionist views, which was 
done on the occasion of Hola Mohalla at Anandpur Sahib, he added. 


Mr Hit Abhilashi said it was intriguing that the State Government had allowed a 
free hand to such anti-national elements. 
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INDIA 


CHLEF MINISTER PRESENTS TAX-FREE BUDGET FOR GOA 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Mar 81 p 7 


[Text] Panaji, March 26 (UNI): The chief minister, Mr. Pratap Singh Rane, today 
presented a tax-free budget for 1981-82 in the Goa legislative assembly, involving 
a total outlay of Rs, 110.31 crores, 


Mr. Rane, who also holds the finance portfolio, states that the per capita tax 
collection in the territory was Re, 152, which was reasonably high compared to 
some states and other Union territories. 


The government had succeeded in convincing the Planning Commission that in 
1981-82, it was not necessary to introduce any further proposal of taxation. 


Nearly half che total outlay Rs. 55.1 crores was the element of Central assistance, 
consisting of grant-in-aid of Rs. 19.43 crores. 


The budget had been framed keeping in view the aim of raising the standard of 
living of the common man at a faster rate and meeting his needs in the shortest 
possible time. That, he said, was sought to be achieved by generating employment 
and removing economic and social disparities. 


The next annual plan outlay had been fixed at Rs. 34.5 crores, the highest so 
far. The emphasis would be on the core sector comprising irrigation, water sup- 
ply, technical education and electricity besides public health and agriculture, he 
added. 


UNI adds: Only three MLAs were present in the assembly when the chief minister 
rose to read out his budget speech. 


The ministers walked in, followed by some move MLAs, only after the bell calling 


for quorum had been rung. The deputy speaker, Mr. Vaikunth Desai, was in the 
chair. 


CSO: 4220/7424 
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LNDIA 


LEFT FRONT FOR USE OF BENGALI BY MUNICIPALITIES 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 24 Mar 81 p 3 


[Text] The CPI(M) leader, Mr Promoce Dasgupta, said on Monday that it was 
encouraging to note that Bengali was used in the panchayat administration in the 
State. People's participation in administration was meaningless unless it was 
carried on through their mother tongue. The Left Front Government proposed to 
use Bengali in the municipal administration if it obtained a majority in munici- 
pal elections. 


The CPI(M) leader said that from next year there would be no provision for 
English teachers in the primary section of Government-aided schools. But there 
was no question of making the teaching of English illegal in private schools 
which were not aided by the Government. There was a provision that if 102% of 
the students of a school spoke a particular Indian language that language could 
be taught in the school. This convention could be easily followed in private 
schools. 


Regarding missionary schools he said that the Government could not interfere 
in the administration of these schools in view of a Supreme Court judgment 
against the Kerala Government which had once sought to stop malpractices in the 
recruitment of primary teachers for those schools. 


Mr Dasgupta, who is also the chairman of the Left Front Committee, announced 

the names of the candidates of the Front and of the CPI for the coming Assembly 
and Lok Sabha by-elections. These are: Mrs Mumtaz Begum (Sujapur) in Malda, 

Mr Bibhuti Dey (Dum Dum), Mr Shyamal Chakravarty (Maniktala), Mr Dwijen Roy 
(Kumargunj) in West Dinajpur and Mr Ajit Bag (Serampore Lok Sabha constituency). 
The CPI candidate for the Midnapore Assembly constituency is Mr Fxmakshya Ghosh. 
The names for the remaining three Assembly constituencies of Darjeeling, Jadavpur 
and Kharda would be announced later. 


Mr Kshitish Roy Chowdhury and Mr Saugata Dasgupta met the CPI(M) leader on 
behalf of the Institute of Social Science (in memory of Jayaprakash Narayan) 
with a request for financial assistance for the institute at Salt Lake. Mr 
Promode Dasgupta said that he would discuss this matter with the Education Minis- 
ter, Mr Sambhu Ghosh. 


Mr Biman Mitra, the Socialist Party leader said that following his talks with 

Mr Promode Dasgupta on Saturday there would be seat adjustments between his party 
and the Left Front for the coming municipal elections. District units of the 
CPI(M) and his party had been informed about this decision. 
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BENGAL COMMUNIST PARTIES DRAWING CLOSER 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Mar 81 p 4 


{Text} 
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LNDLA 


ADVISORY BOARD OF CHILD LABOR ESTABLISHED 





New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Mar 61 p 7 


[Text] Union Labour and Planning Minister Narain Dutt Tewari will head a 35- 
member central advisory board on child labour set up by the Government in pursu- 
ance of the recommendations of the Committee on Child Labour, reports UNI. 


Minister of State for Labour Ram Dulari Sinha will be its vice-chairman. Labour 
Ministry officials including Additional Secretary R K A Subrahmanya, Chief Labour 
Commissioner Ishwari Prasad and Director-General, employment Ghulam Hussain are 
its ex-officio members. 


The terms of reference of the board are: 


Reviewing the implementation of the existing legislation administered by the 
Central Government; suggesting legislative s° well as welfare measures for work- 
ing children; reviewing progress of such measures; and identifying industries 
and areas where there must be a progressive elimination of child labour. 


According to official sources, the Government has accepted the committee's 
recommendation for sponsoring more studies to gather information on working 
children. 


Another recommendation which found Government's approval is adoption of a mlti- 
policy approach in dealing with the problem of working children. 


The Government has also accepted the suggestion to initiate a dialogue with 


trade unions at an early date to evolve an institutional framework for ensuring 
collective bargaining in respect of the needs for working children. 


CSO: 4220/ 7385 
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INDIA 


ORISSA CHIEF MINISTER OPENS NEW RAIL LINK 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Mar 81 p 7 


[Text] Bhubaneswar, March 23: The 23-km.-long rail link connecting the 
Daitari iron ore mines with Jhakkhapura was opened to goods traffic yesterday 
when the chief minister, Mr. J. B. Patnaik, flagged off a goods train at the 
Daitari siding. 


With the commissioning of this rail link, iron ore from the area, which used to 
be transported by trucks along the expressway over the past 14 years, can now 
be moved by goods trains to Paradip port for export. 


The link forms part of the project to extend the railway track to Banspani which 
will open up the hinterland, rich in mineral resources. 


The construction of the 23-km. stretch, which began in February 1977, averaged 
about eight km. a year. It was originally scheduled to be completed a year ago. 


Pointing out that Orissa trailed behind the rest of the country in respect of 
railway tracks, the chief minister hoped thac the remaining portion of the 140- 
km. link between Daitari and Banspani would be constructed during the sixth 
plan period. 


Unless this was done, the development of Paradip port and the programme of 
industrialisation of the state would suffer. Among the industries projected 
at Paradip port would be a giant steel plant and a Rs. 300-crore phosphatic 
fertiliser plant. 


Mr. Patnaik said that among the three new railway lines sanctioned for construc- 
tion during the sixth plan period was the 140-km. long Koraput-Rayagada track. 
Clearance for its construction had been expedited with the establishment of an 
alumina complex in Damanjodi in Koraput district. 


CSO: 4220/7419 
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INDIA 


INDIAN ENGINEERS ASSIST ON GHANA RAILROAD PROJECT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Mar 81 p 8 


[Text] Accra, March 24 (GNA-Pool)--A team of Indian engineers is assisting Ghana 
in the rehabilitation of the National railways. Another team from Canada is 
also engaged in the exercise. 


Ghanian Transport and Communication Minister Harry Sawyerr stated that the Indian 
and Canadian experts were chosen at the instance of the World Bank in view of 
the international recognition of their technical advancement in the field. 


He said the rehabilitation exercise includes the realignment of the rail lines 
and the acquisition of new engines and coaches to make rail transportation safer 
and is to begin by 15 May. 


The World Bank and the African Development Bank (ADB) have given 40 million 
dollars interest free loan for the rehabilitation of Ghana's railways. 


Mr Sawyerr said the World Bank's share is 29 million dollars and that of the ADB, 
13 million dollars. The World Bank loan carries a 10 years' grace period. 


CSO: 4220/7423 
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NATLONAL JOB GUARANTEE SCHEME DEEMED INFEASIBLE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Mar 81 p 7 
[Text] New Delhi, March 23. 


The Union government and the planning commission have come to the conclusion that 
because of the constraints on resources and employment, a uniform national job 
guarantee scheme is not feasible. 


A guarantee scheme will inevitably involved [as published] the payment of unemploy- 
ment doles. Instead, the accent will be on utilisation of resources for the 
generation of jobs. 


The planning commission has also been approving only those unemployment schemes 
submitted on the plan side by the state governments where the jobless receive an 
allowance while engaged in part-time work or are being given training. 


Maharashtra Pattern 


To demands from Parliament and outside for a job guarantee scheme on the 
Maharashtra pattern, the government's answer is that it is not possible. Such 
a guarantee would imply that the government should find matching jobs to all 
people who seek employment irrespective of the availability of opportunities, 





Payment of an allowance in cases where no job is available would call for immense 
resources. Even if it is possible to match the requirements of unskilled manual 
labour in rural areas,. it may be difficult to find suitable jobs for semi- 
skilled, skilled and educated manpower. 


The government has come to the conclusion that resources of such a magnitude 
could be better utilised on schemes which generate productive and enduring 
employment opportunities. 


According to figures available from employment exchanges, the number of job- 
seekers at the beginning of the year was 16.20 million--a 13-per cent increase 
in a year. Of them, 13.85 million are men and 2.35 million women. Over 50 per 
cent are educated. 


While West Bengal, Punjab, Kerala, Maharashtra, Gujarat and Tamil Nadu have 
announced plans to help the jobless, only Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu really 
provide job guarantees, paying an allowance in case work is not available. 
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ln Maharashtra, the guarantee has a statutory basis. Work is provided to any 
person demanding employment within 15 days of receiving a demand for work. If 
it is not possible within a fortnight, he is eligible for an allowance, 


In Tamil Nadu, if employment could not be given to any person within 30 days 
from the date of registration, rice to the value of Re. 1 a day is given until 
the person is provided with a job. About 280,000 people are repo.ted to have 
been given jobs under the scheme in the state. In both cases, the schemes 
guarantee jobs to unskilled manual work opportunities to the rural poor. 


Cess not Favoured 


In the other states, schemes provide for the payment of an unemployment allowance 
to job-seekers registered with the employment exchanges for more than a prescribed 
period. Maharashtra's scheme provides for the payment of a stipend to unem- 
ployed graduates and post-graduates belonging to the scheduled castes and the 
scheduled tribes until they get employment or become self-employed. 


The Central government is not enthusiastic about the suggestion that a cess may 
be levied from persons belonging to the higher-income group and a matching grant 
may be made by the authorities to build a fund for unemployment allowance. 


A fund of this type has been created in Maharashtra. The state government makes 
a matching contribution equal to the net collection of taxes and levies every 
year. 


While it is acknowledged that the establishment of such a fund is feasible even 
at the Central level, the government feels that such resources should be utilised 
for the creation of productive and enduring job opportunities and not for the 
distribution of doles. 


CSO: 4220/7419 
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INDIA 


TRADE UNIONS AGREE ON CONFERENCE REPRESENTATION 
New Delhi PATRIOT in Bnglish 25 Mar 81 pp 1, 7 


[Text] The question of representation of the Central Trade Union organisations 
at the National Labour Conference, echeduled to be held on 22 and 23 May, was 
settled at 4 meeting between leaders of five major TU centres, and Labour Secre- 
tary BG Deshmukh on Tuesday. 





However, the issue of determining organisation membership was unresolved. 


It wae decided that 411 trade unions, having a five lakh or more membership and 
spread over at least four States and four industries should be given the status 
of delegate to the NLC. It was also agreei that the INTUC would be represented 
by four or five delegates (the exact numbe~ to be finally decided by the Labour 
Minister); the AITUC three delegates; and -he HMS, BMS and CITU two delegates 
each. 


it was further agreed that those organisations claiming to be Central trade union 
bodies (like NLO, TUCC, UTUC and UTUC-Leni: Sarani) and having membership between 
one and five lakhe while being spread over ‘our States and four industries would 
be invited to the NLC as observers. 


The last NLC was held in October, 1971. A. that meet the INTUC had five seats, 
ATTUC and WMS two seats each, and the UTUC had one observer. This was made on 
the basis of the following criteria: (a) minimum sembership of the organisation 
should be about a lakh and spread over several States; (b) there should be 
sizable number of members at least in a majority of industries. 


Membership Vertification 


Tuesday's meeting. however, failed to reach agreement on the question of deter- 
mination of membership of the organisations when INTUC stuck to its rigid stand 
of verification of paid membership (advancing the alternative of check-off 
system for the purpose if verification of paid membership was considered unfeasi- 
ble), expressing total opposition to the concept of determination throught [as 
published] secret ballot as proposed by all the other organisations. 


In view of this failure--which had been repeated earlier too--the trade union 
leaders conceded that they would not be able to come to any agreed decision on 
the issue, and hence felt that the Government might, if it so desired, take a 


20 





decision on ite own. However, they made it clear that they were not authorising 
the Government to take 4 decision which would not be binding on any of the 
organisations, 


The trade union leaders who attended the meeting were Mr Indrajit Gupta, MP, 
and Mr T N Siddhanta (AITUC), De Shanti Patel, MP (HMB), Mr 8 L Passey (INTUC), 
De M K Pandhe (CITU), Me O P Aghi and Mr BN Sathave (BMS), 


C80: 4220/7422 








INDIA 


TRADE UNION JUNE PARLEY AGAINST DELHI POLICIES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Mar 81 p 7 


[Text] Central trade union organisations and professionwise national federations 
of employees have decided to hold a national convention against price rise and 
anti-labour policies of the government in Bombay in the first week of June. 


The decision was taken at a meeting the trade union centres and employees’ 
federations held in the Capital on Monday under the chairmansip of AITUC general 
secretary indrajit Gupta, MP. [as published! 


The meeting further decided to unite the working classe against the Government's 
mounting onslaughts and with that end in view authorised the former National 
Campaign Committee against Industrial Relations Bill (set up when the Janata 
Government was in power) to function as the National Co-ordination Committee 
against the present Government's anti-labour policies. 


It pointed out that the working class should be ready for a long-drawn struggle. 
It is, not yet known if the INTUC--the largest trade union in the country would 
join the convention. There was no INTUC representative present at Monday's 
meeting. 

The meeting extended full support to the LIC employees’ strike from 2 April, 


and exhorted the entire working classe to express solidarity with them against 
the Government's latest wagecut legislation. 
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INDIA 


CPI LEADER WARNS UPPER HOUSE AGAINST U.S. COMPUTER 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Mar 61 pp 1, 7 


[Text] CPI leader Bhupesh Gupta warned the Rajya Sabha on Tuesday that informa- 
tion stored in the computer being inetalled at Curzon Road complex of the United 
States International Communication agency could be used to blackmail top people 
including Ministers and would be used against the country. 


Making a special mention in the House, Mr Bhupesh Gupta said the Poste and Tele- 
graphe Department were assuring the ICA of all help in maintenance and installa- 
tion of the computer which had ostensibly been put up to help the SPAN magazine, 
the official journal of the US in India, maintain ite subscribers’ lists. 


SPAN, he pointed out, was 4 emall magazine with a limited circulation and did not 
need a computer. Reading from a journal, Mr Gupta said the sophisticated com- 
puter could dig up any information and project it on the display panel in 4 matter 
of seconds. 


Demanding that the premises of the ICA be raided immediately, and the material 
seized, Mr Gupta said it had been proved in Bangladesh that US offices used 
computers and records to keep details of prominent people. “That time, the list 
of intellectuals who were massacred by the henchmen of the Pakistan regime had 
been provided by the US offices, Mr Gupta charged. 


Turning to the elders, Mr Gupta said it was 4 serious matter as in the com- 
puter could be stored not only bio-data and other information pertaining to a 
person, but even his good pointe, his weak points, his strengths and weaknesses. 
“They can be used for blackmail”, he warned. 


CSO: 4220/7422 
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INDIA 


CPI(M) STAND ON ASSAM CHIEF MINISTER SCORED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in Englieh 26 Mar 61 p 3 





[Text] The president of the West Bengal unit of Bharatiya Janata Party, Mr 
Haripada Bharati has expressed surprise at the CPI(M)'s role in saving the Taimur 
Ministry by abstaining from voting on the no-confidence motion against the Assam 
Government. 


The BJP leader said on Wednesday that the Left parties had been crying hoarse 
against Mre Gandhi but they had «etrengthened her hands by their action in Assam. 
The argument in support of their action was more curious. The CPI(M) leaders had 
stated that they were not 4 party to toppling of a Government. But how could one 
forget their role at the Lok Sabha leading to the fall of the Janata Government, 
he asked, It was sheer opportuniem that guided their policy. Their critics would 
not be far from wrong if they hinted at a secret deal between them and Mre 

Gandhi that if they helped to save the Taimur Ministry, the Left Front Government 
in Weat Bengal would not be dislodged. 


Mr Bharati said that except from Janata, the BJP had not received any invitation 
‘tom any political party to form an alliance against the Left Front in the coming 
municipal elections. His party would consider Janata's proposal at the State 
party's next working committee meeting. 


The election strategy of the BJP, he added, did not vary from State to State. 
Tt did not subscribe to the notion that the West Bengal situation was different 
from that in other parte of the country. The allies of the party at the centre 
would be the allies of the BJP in the State. 


Mr Dinesh Dasgupta, the State Lok Dal president, also said that the survival of 
the Congress (1) minority Ministry in Assam was an indirect contribution of the 
CPI(M) and ite allies. This, he said, had revealed the dubious role of the 
Lettiste. 


Criticizing the CPI(M)'s role in Assam Mr Kanu Sanyal, secretary, Organizing 


Committee of Communist Revolutionaries, said that it had strengthened the hands of 
Mre Gandhi and betrayed the people. 
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INDIA 


SUMMARY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTRY 1980-81 REPORT 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Mar 81 pp i, 7 


MILITARY 


The report, released on Monday and circulated among MPs, refers to India’s 
as communicated to Washington, over the US decision to bols- 
ter Pakistan's military strength” as a step which “coulq only aggravate tensions in 


ADMINISTRATION—TO ARM PAKISTAN AND ENHANCE US 


PRESENCE IN THE INDIAN OCEAN— HAS BEEN HIGHLIGHTED IN THE EX: 
TERNAL AFFAIRS MINISTRY'S ANNUAL REPORT FOR 1980-81, 


[NDIA'S INCREASING CONCERN OVER TWO RECENT MOVES BY THE US 
—1. 


“deep concern”, 
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INDIA 


FORMER LAS OFFICER ARRESTED FOR INDUSTRIAL ESPIONAGE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Mar 81 p 1 


(Text | NEW DELHI, March 24 
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CPL(M) CONCEDES WEST BENGAL ASSEMBLY SEAT TO CPI 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Mar 81 p 4 


[Text] Calcutta, March 22 (UNIL)--The CPI(M) has conceded one Assembly seat to 
CPI and decided to contest seven in an electoral alliance in the 17 May by-election 
to the eight Assembly seats in West Bengal. 


The CPI(M) will contest the lone Lok Sabha seat from Serampore in Hooghly Dis- 
trict. It was held by its leader Dinen Bhattacharya, who died last year a 
party spokesman said. 


The Midnapore Assembly seat conceded to the CPI is considered to be a “major 
concession" by the Marxists. 


The CP1L(M)-CPI ties were on the verge of break-up a few months ago when the 
parties decided to contest the Midnapore seat and named their candidates. 


The CPI(M), according to its spokesman, agreed to concede the seats to the CPI 
after discussion. 


Responding to the CPI(M)'s request, the CPI has also agreed to forge an electoral 
alliance with the Left Front for the civil polls in 90 municipalities in West 
Bengal to be held on 31 May. 


The CPI, which attended a Left Front meeting yesterday, also expressed its readi- 
ness to have a joint manifesto. 
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LNDIA 


SHEIKH ABDULLAH'S STAND ON SPECIAL STATUS OPPOSED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Mar 81 p 4 
(Text) Srinagar, March 22. 


Chief Minister Sheikh Abdullah's recent controversial observations about "proba- 
ble fate" of Article 370 of the Constitution, giving special status to Jammu and 
Kashmir, has created an adverse “impact in the autonomy-minded Kashmir Valley. 
[as published] 


The extent of popular resentment evoked by the unexpected shift in the Sheikh's 
stand, rationalising for the first time the demand for abrogation of this provision, 
can be judged by two of its consequent developments. It has largely immobilised 
the ruling National Conference. At the mass level while giving a handle to its 
opponents to question the bona fides of the ruling party. [as published] Secondly, 
the Youth Federation, the military youth wing of the National Conference spear- 
heading the demand for restoration of pre-1953 constitutional status of the 
Centre-State relations, has been compelled to openly oppose the Sheikh's view. 

The Youth Federation, patronised by Farooq Abdullah, has had to call-off some of 
its scheduled organisation gatherings in different parts of the Valley after the 
Chief Minister's statement in Jammu last week. 


The Youth Federation adopted two resolutions in this connection after discussing 
the issue for six hours. One of them said that any attempt at abrogating 
Article 370 would be ‘strongly resisted’. It asserted that this provision "is 
sacrosanct and Can't [as published] be abrogated". The Sheikh, on the other 
hand, contended that it was “not sacrosanct and can be abrogated" under certain 
specified conditions. 


Another resolution of the Youth Federation was directed against new Governor 

B K Nehru asking him to take “fresh oath of office with specific declaration of 
allegiance to the Jammu and Kashmir Constitution within one month". The resolu- 
tion threatened that if this demand was not met, the Youth Federation would 
launch an agitation against the Governor and that the “people of the State will 
not recognise him as the Head of State". 


The Youth Federation also reiterated its demand for revocation of post-1953 
Central laws applied to this State in order to “undo erosions made into our 
internal autonomy by puppet governments in the past". 
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It may be recalled that although the Governor appointed by President under the 
relevant provieion of the State's separate Constitution, the oath of office 
preacribed for Governor mentions only "Constitution" without specifying which 

one of the two constitutlons--Indian or the State's. Even in the State Assembly, 
a leading member of the ruling party P L Handoo had expressed his "deep shock and 
concern over this lacuna". 


Evidently responding to the adverse impact in Valley which is his traditional 
stronghold, Sheikh is now trying to "dispel misgivings and misunderstandings 
sought to be created by interested elements."’ There was marked shift in the 
emphasis in his speech on this issue at Jammu yesterday. Contrary to his first 
statement in the Assembly when he had hinted at the probability of ‘abrogation' 
of Article 370, yesterday he sought to stress the inevitable prerequisites for 
such action, He said that Article 370 “cannot be agrogated [as published] with- 
out the consent of the people of the State and without convening a constituent 
Assembly". 


Be that it may, Opposition parties are going hammer and tongs against the Sheikh 
who seems to have put in their hands a powerful weapon from his own emotive 
arsenal. 


The Congress-I Inquilabi National Conference and the Kashmir People Conference 
have been rubbing point that the Sheikh was "playing with the sentiments of 
people to secure his dynastic rule". 
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INDIA 


CPI NATIONAL COUNCIL ISSUES STATEMENT ON PAKISTAN 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Mar 81 pp l, 7 


[Text] The CPI : 
has condemend the Peking and reactiona i 
Zi-regume's “allhour brutal « like Saudi Arabia”. Me cna” be 
pression” against alb political Policy Of massive rearmament 
in Pakistan and extended of Pakigtan, started by the Wu 
support and solidarity «o shington-Péking axis “has not 
the Pak democratic forces fight. only created the most serious 
ing this attack on civil liberties, danger for peace in this sub. 
In a statement on Wednesday. continent, but it has also en. 
CPI National Council secretary couraged the Zia = dictatorship 
N K Krishnan demanded an to resort to measures of ruth. 
immediate end to the repression less repression against ail de. 
end release of all political ori mocratic forces inside Pakistan’ 
coners in Pakistan. On behalf of AICC-U joint secretary Bhim 
the CPE he called upon public. Singh WILA, has described che 
opinion inside India to raise ‘te Gen Zia’s action of  dissolvine 
voice in support of these let Pak parties and confl,cation of 
timate demands. their properties as a “naked aod 
He pointed out that according brutal invasion on civil rights 
to official figures, over 3.500 oo and freedom” by which he “has 
Utical prisoners were in Pak established his Franco rule nn 
jail, though unofficial reports Pakistan” | 
place the figure at over 10,000. He said India should sever 
Among them Comrade Mahar diplomatic reiations with the 
AH Khan, who i seriously ill Zia government. 
General Zia’s brutal repression He said Zia’s act has  threa- 
‘ he explained, “is the first fruit tened international peace. justice 
of the massive arms-aid prome and security and “therefore be- 
ed him by the Reagan adminis- comes a concern oof all the 
tration with the collaboration of neighbouring countries 
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INDIA 


KARNATAKA CONGRESS(1) WORKERS OPPOSE EXECUTIVE 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Mar 81 p 4 


[Text } BANGALORE, March 25 (PTI). 
SECTION of the Congress-I workers here has repre- 
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{[NDIAN YOUTH CONGRESS(I) EXPELS TWO LEADEKS 





New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Mar 81 pp 1, 7 
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INDIA 


MUSLIM LEADER REPORTS ON ISLAMIC COUNCIL FOUNDING 


Madras THE WINDU in English 25 Mar 61 p 9% 
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ASSAM MINISTRY SURVIVES NO-CONFLDENCE MOTION 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Mar 81 p 1 
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U.S. EMBASSY SCORED FOR PRESS CONFERENCE HANDLING 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Mar 81 p 6 
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INDIA 


VENKATARAMAN DISCUSSES FISCAL POLICY IN 21 MAR SPRECH 


Joubay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 22 Mar 61 pp i, 9 
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SHEIKH DEFENDS STAND ON JAMMU, KASHMIR STATUS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 22 Mar 81 p 1 


[Text } 
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‘GRIM PICTURE’ OF STATES' FINANCES REPORTED 


Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Mar 81 p 9 
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REVIEW SHOWS INDUSTRIAL RECOVERY BEHIND IN BENGAL 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 23 Mar 81 p 15 


[Article by T. 8. Rao) 
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INDLA 


PROBLEMS OF UNITS LN ELECTRONICS EXPORT ZONE NOTED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Mar 81 p 6 
[Article by R. K. Rangan] 


[Text] At least 20 foreign-qualified electronics engineers, who set up units in 
the Santacruz Electronics Export Processing Zone (SEEPZ) at different times over 
the past seven years, are regretting their decisions to leave well-paid jobs 
abroad. 


Not only did most of them earn handsome salaries, but also derived job satis- 
faction in the U.S. 


They came to Bombay, attracted by the incentives offered at the SEEPZ. Their 
return to India, marking a reversal of the brain drain, has proved a big dis- 
appointment. 


Yet, they stick on bravely, hoping for better times and a change in the govern- 
ment attitude to young technocrats. 


Although the Union finance minister offered a five-year tax holiday to these 
unts, [as published] the technocrats did not find any worthwhile benefit in it. 


In fact, there are only two units in the SEEPZ that are making profits to enjoy 
the benefit, it is learnt. 


Step Too Late 


The units can claim the tax holiday only in lieu of “other" benefits. The 
“other benefits" like the ones extended to small-scale units in regard to 
investment allowances and an eight-year period to carry forward losses are said 
to outweigh the advantage of the tax holiday. 


India is said to be the only one of the 40 developing countries sharing some 
70 zones among them to have withheld the tax holiday. Now that it has been 
sanctioned, the units have no use for it. 


They do not even know if they can opt for the benefits available prior to the 
budgetary announcement and avail themselves of the “other benefits" in lieu of 
the tax holiday. 
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in the earlier arrangement, units could inatal capital equipment of high value and 
claim toveatment allowance. With the facility of a tax holiday now, units are 
likely to opt for operations that are more labour-intensive. This has the dis- 
advantage of low-volume production, resulting in attenuated export earnings. 


Knowhow Flow 


Another disadvantage of labour-intensive units is the retarded flow of technology 
into the country. South Korea and Taiwan, which had encouraged technology 
transfer, have benefited enormously from the spinoff effect on domestic manu- 
facture. 


Over three-fourths of the units in the zone, housing 35 manufacturers are hope- 
lessly sick. They have run up huge arrears of rent and water charges. 


The SEEPZ administration's claim of crossing the modest Rs. 1l5-crore target is 
nothing much to gloat over as the performance pales into insignificance when 
viewed in the context of the 40 hectares of prime land the units take up in the 
suburb of Andheri beside the facility of duty-free import of capital goods. 


According to knowledgeable electronics circles, the blame for poor performance 
is also to be shared by the administration's laxity in screening applicants. 


In fact, the net national gain from the SEEPZ, according to several zone units, 
will be negative if a balance-sheet of imports and exports is prepared. In any 
case, it cannot be adequate enough to justify the space granted. 


Some of the technocrats also wonder whether the tax holiday will remain a stable 
component of the government's fiscal policy. 


"Tax structures have been changed far too often in this country in the past to 
carry conviction with overseas manufacturers looking for offshore production 
facilities," said a technocrat, who preferred not to be named. 


Much of the zone's competitiveness has been lost by the government's recent 
decision to bestow the same facilities on exclusively export-oriented units. 


The 100 per cent export units outside the zone have the advantage of de-bonding 
after a certain period and at the discretion of the government. In that case, 

the units will operate as a domestic outfit, earning promotional assistance on 

exports. 


Production and exports from bonded factories is considered more worthwhile than 
entering a zone. That also has the advantage of disposing of 5 per cent rejects 
in the domestic market, which is not available for SEEPZ units. 


There is only one way in which most of the currently sick units can recover-- 
permission to sell a part of the production to domestic buyers against valid 
import licences and on payment of customs duties. 


In fact, practically all the zones in the world offer the facility in varying 
degrees. It has the merit of foreign exchange earning to the exporter and saving 
on freight to the importer. 








If, for instance, a unit outside the SEEPZ requires a component manufactured in 
the zone, the only way the supply can be effected is to ship it out of the coun- 
try and then import it. 


In this procedure, the importer has to pay for the two-way freight and handling 
charges and fact long delivery schedules. 


The suggestion of granting the domestic sale facility to a zone unit was recently 
made to the Union commerce minister. The minister accepted the suggestion in 
principle. 


The concession appears to have been delayed because of the legal formalities. 
It is said that the customs convention will have to be changed and legal aspects 
studied before the facility is introduced, 


Some of the technocrats still hold their U.S. green cards and might well return 
to it if things to not change for the better. 
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ARMED FORCES SPECIAL POWERS ACT INVOKED IN ASSAM 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Mar 81 p 1 
[Text] Gauhati, March 25, 


Large parts of Assam were last night declared "disturbed areas," all vital 
installations, proclaimed as "protected areas" and provisions of the Armed Forces 
(Special) Powers Act, 1958, invoked to give to the security forces blanket 

powers including the right to shoot to kill. 


The Assam governor, Mr. L. P. Singh, by a notification issued here last night, 
has invoked the provisions of the Assam Disturbed Areas Act, 1955, and declared 
all oil, electric and water supply installations and all areas lying one kilo- 
metre on either side of the oil pipelines in Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Nowgong, Kamrup 
and Goalpara districts as “disturbed areas." 


He also issued two other notifications and all the three orders shall remain in 
force for two months from yesterday. 


The notification invoking provisions of the Armed Forces (Special) Powers Act, 
1958, said that the governor, after careful consideration of all facts and cir- 
cumstances, was of opinion that these areas were "in such dangerous condition 
that the use of armed forces in aid of civil powers was necessary." 


This is the first time since the Taimur ministry was installed in office 110 
days ago that large parts of Assam have been declared “disturbed areas" and the 
army given blanket powers. 


The entire state was declared a “disturbed area" and the provisions of the Armed 
Forces (Special) Powers Act invoked during the peak of the agitation on the 
foreign nationals issue in April, last ver, but revoked on the eve of resumption 
of talks between the government and : ™ leaders on September 1. 


Meanwhile, the Anwara Taimur ministry sur. sed the second attempt by the non- 
communist opposition in the legislative assembly. 


The opposition pressed for division on a government motion seeking leave of 
the house to introduce a money bill and lost by a margin of 12 votes. 
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A total of 42 members in a house with an effective strength of 121 voted in 
favour of the motion and 30 against. Forty-nine members, including 23 from the 
leftist parties abstained from voting. 


The treasury benches were completely taken by surprice [as published] when the 
non-communist opposition members refused to grant leave to the transport minister, 
Mr. Dhani Ram Rongpi, to introduce the Assam motor vehicles taxation (amendment) 
bill, 1981, and pressed for division, 


The move, a tactical masterpiece, was conceived on the spur of the moment by 
the Janata leaders. 
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NAXALITES REPORTED FORMING MILITARY WING 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Mar 81 p 4 


[Article by &. Balakrishnan) 





[Text] Various Naxalite groups in the country are making efforts to form a united 
party to lead a “national struggle" on the non-parliamentary path, according to 
reliable sources, 


Along with this, a military wing on the lines of the Peoples’ Liberation Army 
(PLA) will aleo be formed, the sources add. However, none of the groups under- 
estimate the difficulties involved in the formation of a united party. 


The development of the liberation army will also depend upon the level of struggle 
being carried out in various parte of the country. The entire process will be a 
protracted one. But, the prospects of organisational unity have never in the 
past been so good as now, the sources point out. 


The most encouraging development for the Naxalites has been the conference of 
representatives of 13 revolutionary organisations held in secret from January 30 
to Pebruary 2 this year. 


Bodies like the Maoist Communist Centre (MCC), which have been outside the pale 
of tradicional Naxalite politics, too took part in the conference. About 80 
per cent of the various Marxist-Leninist factions and fractions in the country 
was represented at the conclave. 


Four of the groupe which were invited to the meeting but did not respond--the 
central team of the CPI (M-L), the Indian Communist Party (the breakaway group 
of the CPM in Karnataka), the UCCR (M-L) led by Mr. D. V. Rao and the Bolsehvik 
Party--have also expressed themselves in favour of unity. But, they apparently 
do not believe that unity could be achieved by “mere talks.” 


The Lin Piao faction of Nishit Bhatacharya and Azizul Huq. which was primarily 
responsible for the series of gun-—snatching incidents in West Bengal recently, 
was not invited “because it does not believe in mass movements.” 
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Kanu Sanyal 


One~time prominent Naxalite leaders like Mr. Kanu Sanyal (one of the founders of 
the original CPI (M-L), Mer. Asim Chatterjee and Mr. Gurbux Singh were aleo not 
invited, the reason being that they were "“pro-CPM," 


The various groupe have considerably large spheres of activity in various states, 
including Punjab, Andhra Pradesh, Kerala, Bihar, eastern U.P., Maharashtra and 
West Bengal, 


A united struggle launched by these bodies along with their various front organisa- 
tions will ensure that the naxalite movement is not confined to the periphery of 
the Indian political scene, the sources point out. 


Soon after the unity conclave, 4 mammoth rally and procession was organised in 
Patna under the auspices of the Bihar Pranti Kisan Sabha in which the Vinod 
Mishra group and other like-minded bodies took part. Similar united masse actions 
are to be launched in different parte of the country. 


Kiean Agitations 


The kisan agitation in Maharashtra and elsewhere have only invested the Naxalite 
movement with a sense of urgency, the sources observe. The tactic seems to be 
to expose the "rich peasant and landlordist" leadership which is leading these 
movements. 


The majority of the rural populace comprises the poor peasants and the landless 
and these are the people the rural rich is trying to mobilise to realise their 
economic aims, the Naxalite groups reason. 


Already in Maharashtra, the Chandra Pulla Reddy group in Nasik district is making 
efforts to undermine the leadership of Mr. Sharad Joshi, Mr. Madhavrao Boraste 
and others. 
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LOK SABHA DISCUSSES IMPORT, EXPORT POLICY 


Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Mar 81 p 6 





[Text] New Delhi, March 25 


The Commerce Minister, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, indicated in the Lok Sabha on 
Tuesday that he would like to take a ‘fresh look' at liberalised imports in the 
new policy due on April 1. 


It would not be the ‘easy' approach the Janata Government had adopted in 1978-79 
to imports, as of edible oil, in the face of comfortable foreign exchange posi- 
tion. 


Replying to a five-hour debate on budgetary demands of his Ministry later voted 
by the House, Mr. Mukherjee said there was scope for reduced dependence on non- 
essential imports and on items like aluminium, cement and steel where there could 
be greater utilisation of domestic capacities now that the infrastructural bottle- 
necks had been overcome. 


While agreeing that serious efforts should be made to reduce imports of petroleum 
and petroleum products Mr. Mukherjee wondered whether import of diesel, Kerosene 
and fertilizers could at all be pruned. 


But, he asserted that the country could not go on importing ecible oil at the 
present level of one million tonnes. As in foodgrains, a break-through should 
be possible to step up domestic edible oil production. "Indian farmers can make 
it,” he said. 


Hope on Export Front 


Mr. Mukherjee expressed the hope that the country would achieve 15 per cent 
growth i» exports in 1980-81 compared to the previous year. 


Export of select commodities in 1979-80 had earned Rs. 3,700.99 crores. This 
year, they were expected to fetch Rs. 4,261.08 crores, a growth rate of 15.1 
per cent. 


While admitting that the export performance was not satisfactory, the Minister 
said better results could hardly be expected in the prevailing situation. 
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Earlier, participating in the resumed debate in the House, Mr. K. K. Goyal 
(BJP) suggested that India should market jute and tea jointly with Bengladesh 
and Sri Lanka respectively, 


He said the unit value of tea export had been coming down. Tea was even smuggled 
into Pakistan, 


Mr. Chintamani Panigrahi (Cong-1) decried the export mania and called for a review 
of the entire scheme of export subsidies, which had grown from Re, 110 crores in 
1971 to Re. 625 crores in 1978-79, By relying more and more on exporte at any 
cost, “we are binding the Indian economy hand and foot to exporters," the country 
should learn to become self-reliant to become atrong, he said. 


He damanded nationalisation of jute mille. 


Mr. Satyendra Narain Sinha (Janata) called for a reappraisal of the policy of 
export subsidies in the light of the ‘poor performance’ of exportere. 


He wanted reduction of consumption of petroleum products through a dual pricing 
system for indigenous and imported ofl with rationing for the former and open 
market for the latter, 


He suggested a special committee, to go into the working of corporations and 
boards under the Commerce Ministry to examine the reasons for their "unsatis- 
factory" results. 


Mr. B. K. Nair (Cong-1) said the “craze” for export had resulted in creation of 
capacities which might remain idle when the international demand for products 
fell. 


He suggested extensive cultivation of rubber, cardamom and tea should be encour- 
aged in the northeastern region. 


Prof. P. J. Kurien (Cong-U) suggested setting up of a cashew board for promoting 
production. Similarly, a pepper board be also constituted to help pepper growers. 


Congress-I member Kamalnath pleaded for dismantling of the State Trading Cor- 
poration and the Minerals and Metals Trading Corporation as they had "outlived 
their utility.” 


He said the two corporations had almost been duplicating work and should be 
replaced by a State export and import corporation.--PTI, UNI. 


CSO: 4220/7392 
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KERALA NAXALITES REPORTED FIGHTING CORRUPTION 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 25 Mar 81 p 12 


[Text] Trivandrum, March 24: A medical professor was tried in a “people's 
court", convicted of corruption and then pardoned as a first offender in Calicut 
yesterday. 


This could well be the beginning of a Naxalite movement against corruption in 
Kerala, according to pro-Naxalite sources, 


In the state legislature today, the opposition members made a vain bid to get 
the Marxist home minister, Mr. T. K. Ramakrishnan, to react to the incident. 


The Congress (U) health minister, Mr. Vakkom Purshottaman, explained the situation 
and recommended the non-acceptance of an opposition demand for an adjournment 
debate on the legislature. 


He said the coalition government would not permit anyone to take the law into 

his own hands. This was exactly what happened in Calicut yesterday when more than 
75 allaged Naxalites organised the “people's court" in a traffic island near the 
medical college hospital. 


According to the opposition, the alleged Naxalites had warned the authorities 
that they would take action against corrupt medical practitioners. 


Most of the alleged Naxalites were students of the Regional Engineering College. 
"Conviction" Read Out 

The professor of orthopaedics, Dr. K. M. George, was "arrested" from the college 
premises early in the morning and was paraded through the streets as an “anti- 


social and corrupt medical practitioner." 


The “conviction” was read out to the “accused” and the “judge” ordered that he 
be let off because it was his “first offence." 


The “court" then turned to face the “bourgeosie” police. 
According to the health minister, the crowd attacked the police with stones, 


resulting in injuries to 14 policemen. Eight of the “court” members also 
received injuries. Forty-three “court" members were arrested. 
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Ne added that the government would take strong action against corruption among 
doctors, 


The movement againet corruption wae launched by the "people's cultural forum,” a 
front organisation of the Naxalites in Kerala. 


C80: 4220/7387 





MINISTER EXPLAINS POLICY ON STATES' RIVER DISPUTES 
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INDIA 


MINISTER PLEAS FOR NATIONAL FAMILY PLANNING PROGRAM 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Mar 81 p 5 
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INDIA 


GANDHI CONTEMPLATES WEST BENGAL ELECTION CAMPAIGN 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Mar 81 p 1 
[Text] New Delhi, March 25. 


Mre. Indira Gandhi has decided to call a meeting of prominent Congress (1) 
leaders of West Bengal to formulate a strategy on how to meet the CPM challenge 
when the state goes to the polle in about another 15 months. 


Shock measures, like gon gin for snap mid-term elections, are no longer being 
considered, though this was favoured by some Central leaders, following intelli- 
gence reports received by the Prime Minister on the dismal state of the Congress 
(I) organisation in West Bengal. 


There are also reports of its credibility being at a very low ebb and of the 
success of the CPM in entrenching itself in the rural areas. 


The action plan tormlated earlier this month, like forming an ad hoc body and 
uniting the parties opposed to the left front government has apparently been 
found inadequate. It was drawn up at a meeting Mrs. Gandhi had with four West 
Bengal leaders. 


Now, a list of ten names has been prepared, which does not include one of the 
first four, indicating Mrs. Gandhi's change of view about his capability. 


The demand by sections of the state Congress(I) that the left front government 
should be dismissed either before the municipal elections to be held in May or 
the Rajya Sabha elections a month later, is no longer been [as published] 
entertained. 


The Centre now feels that the municipal elections and the by-elections to the 
state assembly will provide a useful index to the popularity of the CPM and 
its allies. 


CSO: 4220/7389 
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GANDHI ATTACKS CORRUPTION IN 23 MAR SPEECH 
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INDIA 


SHEIKH ABDI" ‘H'S SON ELECTED TO SUCCEED FATHER 

New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Mar 81 p 7 

[Text] Srinagar, March 26 

Dr Farooq Abdullah (44) MP, was today formally declared elected unopposed as 


president of ruling National Conference. He will replace his father Chief 
Minister Sheikh Abdullah who has been holding the dual office for the past 





six years. 
| 

The Sheikh had earlier nomi- name. As his was the only name 
nated Dr Farooq as his poli‘ical proposed, Dr Farooq, was dec- 
successor while addressing a -oe lared elected. The announce 
gregation at Hazratbal sang ment was greeted by bursts of 
here on 23 January. crackers outside the party head- 
oy bind jo Semenen immediate. quarters at Mujahid Mansil. 

after election, Farooq Speaking to newsmen, later, 
said he would strive for “closet Dr Farooq said his “biggest 
cooperation with Mrs Indire worry” was that people would 
Gandhi, who is also the Cong-l always seek to judge and com- 
president.” pare him with the standards of 
—* Se nee os 
~~ ag Ny 75J ge hoped that the people would 
a th » Said a, “ continue to give him the same 
rece pa —. & support and cooperation which 
— Faroog’s they had extended to his father 
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REDDY ANNOUNCES CHANGES IN GOVERNMENT POSTS 
Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Mar 81 p 1 
[Text] New Delhi, March 25. 


Mr. Ram Kishore Vyas, at present Lt. Governor of Pondicherry, will succeed 
Mr. L. P. Singh as Governor of Assam. 


Mr. Vyas will also be concurrently Governor of Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Tripura, 


An announcement to this effect was made by the President tonight. 


The Lt. Governor of Delhi, Mr. Jagmohan, oas been posted to Goa, Daman and Diu in 
place of Col. Paratap Singh Gill. 


Mr. S. L. Khurana, former Home Secretary, will succeed Mr. Jagmohan. 


Admiral S. N. Kohli, former Chief of Naval Staff will be the new Lt. Governor of 
the Union Territory of Mizoram. He replaces Mr. N. P. Mathur. 


Mr. Sadiq Ali, Governor of Tamil Nadu, will also be the administrator of the 
Union Territory of Pondicherry till a successor to Mr. Vyas is named. 


All these appointments will take effect from the date the new appointees assume 
charge. 


CSO: 4220/7392 
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INDIA 


CPI(M) GENERAL SECRETARY MAKES STATEMENT ON ASSAM 
Calcutta THE SUNDAY STATESMAN in English 22 Mar 81 pp l, 7 


[Text] New Delhi, March 21.--Mr E. M. S. Namboodiripad, general secretary of the 
CPI(M), said today that the three-and-a-half month Congress (1) regime in Assam 
had aggravated the division among the people of the State rather than finding 
democratic solutions to the issue of foreign nationals. 


The CPI(M) leader, who returned here last night from his two-day visit to Assam, 
alleged that the Congress (I) Government was using "the foulest means to maintain 
itself in power". 


Equally "detrimental" to the interests of Assam were the attempts of the Opposi- 
tion parties in the State to have the Congress (1) Ministry replaced by a new 
version of the previous Borbora and Hazarika Governments, Mr Namboodiripad said. 


Therefore, as his assessment of the Assam situation stood after the visit the 
CPI(M) leader spelt out that all democratic forces in the State and outside 
should unite on the basis of bringing together all the linguistic, religious and 
ethnic groups in Assam without which the foreign nationals issue could not be 
solved. 


In his statement to the Press, Mr Namboodiripad felt that the question before 
the people of Assam and the all-India political parties trying to help Assam 

was not which party or combination of parties should be ruling the State but how 
Assam could remain united. For, if the agitators and the Congress (I) carried on 
as they were doing now, “Assam is sure to suffer", he said. 


Earlier in his statement, the Marxist leader recounted that unlike on earlier 
occasions such as on the day of the swearing-in of Mrs Taimur as Ch ef Minister, 
the agitators did not find it possible to give a call for a protest bandh. 
Along with indications of the sagging morale of the agitators, this appeared to 
show that they were losing their earlier self-confidence, he said. 


During the 48 hours he was in Gauhati, there were two bomb exposions [as published] 
inside the MLAs hostel, Mr Namboodiripad pointed out. A bomb was discovered 
near the Brahmaputra Bridge. The loss of popular support appeared to have turned 
the agitators to the path of terrorizing their opponents, he alleged. 


He expressed satisfaction over the present effurts towards restoration of the 
unity of the seven democratic parties. The question, however, was on what basis 
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unity could be restored, Would the Congress (U) and the Lok Dal retrace their 
steps and sever relations with those in the Opposition who were directly sup- 
porting the agitators, or would the CPI, RCPI RSP and SUC clarify that there was 
nothing to choose between the Congress (1) Government which was ruling the State 
and the Janata-led Opposition which was hands-in-glove with the agitators, he 
asked. He appealed to the all-India leaders of all these parties to ponder over 
the question and help in the restoration of unity on the basis of the struggle 
against the agitators without giving any quarter to the Congress (I) and its 
Government. 


UNI «|: s from Gauhati: The seven-party non-Congress (1) combination in Assam 
tode, eld consultations among themselves on evolving a common strategy on the 
no-.on idence motion against the Taimur Ministry which is scheduled for discussion 
in . State Assembly on Monday. 


The .eaders of the Congress (U) CPI CPI(M), RCPI Lok Dal, SUCI and RSP met a 
Dispur this evening and will continue their talks, according to a spokesman of 
the group. 


While the stand of the non-Communist constituents of the group on the no-trust 
move is clear, the CPI and CPI(M), who have 17 members among themselves and hold 
the balance for the survival of the Congress (1) Ministry in the State, are yet 
to spell out their strategy. 


Meanwhile, the Union Planning and Labour Minister Mr N. D. Tiwari, returned 
here this evening from a tour of Manipur and Arunachal Pradesh and is understood 
to have discussed the latest party position with the Chief Minister and other 
Congress (I) leaders. 


Mr Tewari is likely to leave for Delhi tomorrow. Earlier, before he left for 
Imphal on Wednesday, Mr Tewari gave the impression that the Congress (1) was on 
the "verge of attaining a majority". 


A spokesman of the seven Congress (1) legislators representing the tea garden 
community however told reporters that they could continue to press for fulfil- 
ment of their demand for adequate representation in the Ministry, while remain- 
ing in the party. 


CSO: 4220/7376 
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MORE PRELIMINARY CENSUS RESULTS RELEASED 


Growth in Bihar 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 26 Mar 81 p 4 
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INDIA 


L. K. JHA SPEAKS ON NEEDED STEPS TO IMPROVE ECONOMY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Mar 81 p 4 


{Text} Mr. L. K. Jha, chairman of the economic administration reforms commis- 
sion, said here today that external capital even on hard commercial terms should 
be used for improving the country's deteriorating balance of payments position. 


Talking on The Indian economic scene and growth prospects, under the auspic: s 
of the Indian Merchants’ Chamber, Mr. Jha said the way to overcome the diffi- 
cult balance of payments position was through higher growth. 


The rise in oil prices had created serious problems for the country. "Our 
success will depend on how we are able to meet the challenge." The high inward 
remittances during October-November 1980 had helped averting the crisis to some 
extent. But these remittances were not current income remittances but mostly 
capital remittances following the return of Indian personnel to India following 
the Lran-Iraq war. 


Long-term Credit 


Mr. Jha pointed out that India's external debt position had been one of the best 
amongst developing countries. This was mainly because India had made use of 
long-term credit on soft terms and had very little of short-term credit. How- 
ever, there might be limitations to get long-term credit on soft terms on the 
desired scale in the next two years, since the IDA was facing financial diffi- 
culties and China was emerging as an important claimant for soft-term credit 
from world financial institutions. 


in such a situation, India should take advantage of the world banking system, 
which was currently flush with funds. Fortunately, India had been given triple 
‘A’ rating and many were willing to provide loans or invest in India. 


fr 
Stressing the need for intensifying import substitution efforts, Mr. Jha said 
vegetable oils, cement and fertilisers were the three areas where efforts should 
be concentrated in this regard. 


[t was not enough to concentrate on exporting only those products in which there 
was exportable surplus, but new lines for exports must be tapped. Harnessing 
technical manpower was needed for the export drive. 
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Mr. Jha called on the business community to participate in the country's economic 
growth, He said the private sector had a great role to play. 


He felt that there was no escape from controle in our country partly because we 
had adopted planning and partly because the private sector was as anxious and 
dependent on controls as the government. He agreed that there should be simpli- 
fication, synchronisation and co-ordination while administering various controls. 


Mr. Jha said that in the public sector the real problem was that management was 
not given due importance. 


He said that there was an urgent need for increasing output not by massive 
investment but by increasing human inputs and technical talent and harnessing 
the same for achieving higher production. 


Manpower Use 


Mr. Jha pointed out that the capital-output ratio had deteriorated from 3:1 
to 6:1, mainly because of human failures. It was possible to make better use of 
the available manpower in the country. 


Referring to the commission's working, Mr. Jha said that its role was to help 
improve the working of the administrative machinery through which the govern- 
ment wanted to get the plan targets fulfilled. 


He said the commission would change its working methods and would like to involve 
those to whom its recommendations would apply. The idea was to write the crispest 
possible report so that the process of decision-making was not deferred. The 
commission would like to have a dialogue with non-governmental agencies. The 

idea was to cut out all formalities. 


Mrs. Sharayu Daftary, president of IMC, welcomed Mr. Jha and Mr. Kantikumar R. 
Podar proposed a vote of thanks. 


CSO: 4220/7424 


64 





INDIA 


TAMIL NADU 1981 CENSUS STATISTICS SUMMARIZED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 24 Mar 81 p 1 


[Text] Tamil Nadu, with a total population of 4.83 crores, maintains its seventh 
rank among the States and Union Territories. 


The provisional figures of the just concluded Census put the State's population 
as on March 1, 1981, at 4,82,97,456 consisting of 2,44,20,228 males and 
2,38,77,228 females. 


These figures represent 17.23 per cent increase in the decade 1971-81. The 
corresponding increase for the country as a whole is 24.75 per cent. 


197] Populat ion 


The State's population in 1971 was 4,11,99,168 and the last 10 years have seen 

it rise by 71 lakhs. The addition, according to Mr. A. P. Muthuswami, Director 
of Census Operations in Tamil Nadu, is 10 lakhs more than the projections made by 
population experts. 


Maca rai Still Most Populous 


A look at the distribution of the State's population among the 16 districts 
reveals that Madurai continues to be the most populous district, followed by 
North Arcot, South Arcot and Thanjavur. 


As a district, Madras with a population of 32,66,034 takes the 1C.h place in the 
State. Barring Madras, the districts which have registered growth rates more 
than the State average of 17.23 during the past decade are: 


Chengalput (29.10), Nilgiris (27.17), Pudukkottai (21.99), Dharmapuri (18.81) 
and Coimbatore (18.44). Tirunelveli recorded the lowest growth rate of 11.21. 


The denisty of population in Tamil Nadu has risen to 371 persons a sq. km. 
from the 1971 level of 317. For the country as a whole the density is 221 a 
sq. km. Among districts other than Madras, Kanyakumari (843) continues to be 
the densest, and Dharmapuri (207) the least dense district. 


While there has been an improvement in the sex ratio (number of females for every 
|,000 males) at the all-India level-from 930 in 1971 to 935 in 1981--the situa- 
tion in Tamil Nadu (978) has remained unchanged over the decade. 





Pukukkottai, Ramanathapuram and Tirunelveli districts have maintained their 
uniqueness in having more women than men as in the previous decennial population 
count. The figures are Pudukottat--1,008 (1,011 in 1971), Ramanathapuram-- 
1,025 (1,042), and Tirunelveli--1,0464 (1,042). [as published] 


Though this trend was present even in the last Census, Mr. Muthuswami said, no 
scientific study appeared to have been made in the three districts to find out the 
reason. 


One possible cause, he said was the higher rate of migration of the male popula- 
tion to neighbouring districts in search of jobs. Attempts would be made to 
pinpoint the real cause, he said. 


Despite an improvement in the percentage of literates from 39.46 to 45.78 during 
1971-81, Tamil Nadu has slipped from the second to the third position among 
States, yielding its place to Maharashtra the first being Kerala. 


When ranked among the States and the Union Territories of India, Tamil Nadu 
takes the tenth position. 


However, compared to the all-India percentage of literacy of 36.17 in 1981, 
Tamil Nadu's achievement is considerably more (nearly 10 points) than that for 
the whole country. 


More Female Literates 


In Tamil Nadu, while the percentage of literates among males has increased by 
about five points from 51.78 to 57.19 between 1971 and 1981 the percentage of 
literates among females has increased by about seven points from 26.86 to 34.12, 
indicating that female literacy rate is trying to catch up with that of males. 


Barring Madras where the percentage of literates is 66.29, Kanyakumari with 
62.05 per cent tops the list among the districts in Tami! Nadu in literacy 
ranking Tirunelveli, Nilgiris and Coimbatore are the only other districts to 
have literacy rates above 50 per cent. [as published] 


CSO: 4220/7421 
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ORISSA 1981 CENSUS STATISTICS REPORTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 25 Mar 81 p 4 
[Text] Bhubaneshwar, March 24 


The population growth rate in Orissa during the last decade has declined from 
24.75 to 19.72 per cent. The State ranks third in the country in the matter of 
low growth rate. 


Director of the Census operation for Orissa A R Nanda releasing the provisional 
census figures said here today that while the decline has been marked growth 
rate has been marked in towering in the female-male ratio. There were 988 
females for every 1,000 male in 1971. It has come down to 982. 


The actual birth rate, however also has come down from 34.6 to 32.9 per cent. 
Similarly death rate too has declined from 15.4 to 14.1 per cent. 


But the total population of State has increased by 79.38 per cent against average 
all-India increase of about 100 per cent and the State population has doubled 
since its creation in 1936. 


The urban population in 105 centres had gone up from about 18.31 lakhs to 31 
lakhs. It farms 11.83 per cent of the State's population of about 2.19 crores. 


The percentage of literacy has too gone up to 34,12 per cent. In male literacy 
it has surpassed the all-India average and stands at 46.90 per cent. 


The provisional report indicates that six of the1l3 districts have a population 
growth rate lower than the State's average. All these districts have sizable 
tribal population. The lowest growth rate has been recorded in Mayurbhan} 
district. 


Number of villages too have reduced from 51,639 to 50,806. 
Six cities in the State have population of over one lakh. This is two more than 


that of the last census. The two additions are Sambalpur and Puri. Cuttack has 
the highest urban population of about 3.26 lakhs. 


CSO: 4220/7423 
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INDIA 


HEALTH MINISTER REPORTS ON POPULATION CONTROL 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 27 Mar 81 p 11 





[Text] New Delhi, March 26 (PTI): 


Disincentives to control the population growth rate were ruled out in the Lok 
Sabha today by the Union health minister, Mr. B. Shankaranand. 


A suggestion for a national referundum [as published) to approve legislation for 
controlling population made by a Congress(1) member, Mr. H. K. L. Bhagat, did not 
evoke a direct reply. Mr. Shankaranand merely said incentives to check popula- 
tion would be enough. 


Another suggestion of Mr. Bhagat that a population control counci!, headed by 
the Prime Minister and representing various sections of people should be set up 
was dismissed as "good" by Mr. Shankaranand. 


Alarming Increase 


The house was discussing a calling-attention motion on the "alarming increase in 
the population of the country as indicated by preliminary reports of the 1981 
census and the population control policy to be followed by the government,” 
tabled by Mr. Bhagat, Mr. Virdhi Chander Jain and Mr. Ram Singh Yadav (all 
Congress(I). 


Mr. Shankaranand shared members’ concern at the growth in population which, they 
said, nullified ai! the fruits of economic development. 


Great damage, he said, was done to the “vital” programme of family planning 
during 1977-80. The Janata government had distorted it and created doubts in 
the minds of the people. 


The family planning programme, the health min ster said, was a national programme. 
It should cut across party, religious and communal lines. 


Mr. Shankaranand agreed with Mr. Bhagat that the government's approach to family 
planning was “cautious”. This was so because, he said, each couple and each 
family in the country was affected by this policy. 
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There were angry exchanges between opposition benches and the minister and 
Congress (1) members when Mr. Shankare and said false propaganda was indulged in 
1977 when the Congress government was accused of coercion in family planning. 


Mr. A. B. Vajpayee: “Coercion was used. I can prove it on the floor of the 
house," 


Mr. Shankaranand: "Elections (both to Parliament and state legislatures) have... 
proved this allegation is false." 


When Mr. Bhagat said there should be disincentives to control population, Mr. 
Shankaranand said, "We can think of incentives..." He agreed with Mr. Jain that 
people could be motivated for planning their families through such incentives as 
grant of land, house sites and loans. 


"This is a very good suggestion and the state and Central governments would like 
to consider these suggestions,” the health minister responded. 


Mr. Shankaranand also agreed with the member that intensive propaganda should be 
conducted through films to popularise family planning. 


In reply to Mr. Yadav, the minister said that growth of population had been con- 
trolled in the 1971-81 decade for the first time since 1911. 


Since the inception of the family planning programme in 1951, Mr. Shankaranand 
said, 34 million sterilisations and 8.65 million IUDs were effected, bulk of 
them during the last one decade. In addition, there was extensive use of con- 
ventional contraceptives. 


Growth Arrested 


Mr. Shankaranand estimated 43 million births were averted, }/ million during the 
decade 1971-81 alone. These efforts, he said, had arrested for the first time 
the population growth which otherwise would have been 30 per cent instead of 
24.80 per cent as indicated by the census. 


UNI adds: 
Mr. Shankaranand said the provisional population totals given by the 1981 census 
indicated a population increase from 548.1 million in 1971 to 683.8 million. 


This reflected a decennial growth rate of 24.75 per cent in 1971-81, against 
24.80 per cent in 1961-71. 


CSO: 4220/7424 
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KERALA POPULATION GROWTH RATE REPORTED DECLINING 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Mar 81 p 7 


[Text] Trivandrum, March 22--Kerala scored several firsts in the national 
census count, including highest in the country in density of population, sex 
ratio, literacy, lowest mortality and birth rates. 


This information was given to the press by the State Census Director M. Vijayanunni 
Nambiar here today. 


The 2.54 crore population Kerala has hit upon now from what it was a decade back 
(2.13 crores) is considered a record for the country in terms of area and popula- 
tion, which works out to 1.18 and 3.71 per cent of India's total. Though con- 
sidering the size of the population alone, Kerala's position is twelfth among the 
22 States in the country. 


In the density of population which is put at 1034 per sq km, Kerala easily topped 
the diagram for the country and surpassed its own past records. Never had the 
density touched so high. Kerala had population of 26.36 lakhs which is higher 
than the present population of a single district like Cannanore alone. In 1881, 
when the first synchronous census throughout the country was conducted, popula- 
tion was 52.19 lakhs, which indicated that the population had doubled in 45 
years since 1834. During the last one hundred years, there is net addition of 
201.84 lakh persons to the State's population, which works out to an increase of 
386.73 per cent. 


The present census showed a declining population growth rate which is taken as a 
remarkable and welcome trend. The net addition to population has also been 
less. In the 1971 census, there was a net addition of 44.4 lakh persons over 
1961 figures. In the present tabulation, there is only a net addition of 40.6 
lakhs since 1971. 


All the three components of population growth, viz. fertility, mortality and 
migration seemed to have worked in favour of Kerala to diffuse its population 
growth. The decrease is over 7 per cent. 


Among the States, birth rate is the lowest for Kerala (25.9) as also the death 
rate (6.9), corresponding birth and death rates for all India for 1979 are 33 and 
12.8 respectively. Migration to Gulf countries also contributed in the down- 
swing. 
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The sex ratio, i.e. number of females per 1,000 males ae recorded in the present 
census, ie also the highest. From 1004 in 1901, it has now come to 10%, 


On the question of female literacy also, Kerala continued to take the lead. The 
male and female literacy of Kerala has reached 74.03 and 64.48 per cent respec- 
tively againet the 1971 corresponding percentage of 66.62 for males and 54,31 
for females, 


Maharashtra comes close second in literacy with 47.37 per cent while Rajasthan 
with 24.75 per cent remained at the bottom. Comparative percentage for the Union 
Territory of Delhi is 61.56 and for West Bengal 40.88 per cent, which puts it 

on the ninth place in the literacy map of India. 


CSO: 4220/7382 
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INDIA 


SURVEY REVEALS MARKED DECLINE IN SCHOOL, ENROLLMENT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Mar 81 p 7 


[Text] The fourth educational survey for 1978 by the National Council of Educa- 
tional Research and Training has revealed that there was a marked decline in the 
school enrolment from class one to nine and onwards during the period 1973 to 
1978, reports UNI. 


Girl students accounted for 36.33 per cent (35 million) of the total enrolment 
in schools throughout the country. In all 95.4 million students were enrolled 
in recognised schools. 


Of these 70.28 per cent were enrolled in schools in rural areas. Girls consti- 
tuted 33.92 per cent of the enrollment in rural schools. 


The survey has collected information on schools, teachers and enrolment in 
schools but confirm it to recognised educational institutions catering to 
school education in all States and Union Territories. 


According to an NCERT release, the findings of the survey were utilised in the 
formulation of the Sixth Five Year Plan. 


Unlike the third educational survey conducted in 1973, which was more compre- 
hensive and covered various facets of educational development in India, including 
technical and higher education and teacher education, the scope of the fourth 
survey was restricted only to school education. 


The survey indicated an increase of 7.60 per cent in the number of recognised 
educational institutions over the period 1973-78. Of the total number of 6,34,144 
institutions, 5,56,873 were located in rural areas. 


The pupil-teacher ratio of the national level was 41 at the primary stage, 
25 at the middle-stage and 18 at the secondary and higher secondary stages. 


For the country as a whole the gross enrolment ratio for the age group six to 
10 years was 81.65 in 1978 as against 80.30 in 1973. The gross enrolment 
ratio for the age group 11 to 13 years was 37.94 in 1978 as against 33.15 in 
1973. 


CSO: 4220/7382 
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INDIA 


CORRESPONDENT REPORTS DECLINE OF MICA MINING 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Mar 81 p 6 
[Article by Janak Singh] 

[Text] Giridih: 


Dige Marandi, a middle-aged Adivasi woman, had dug a hole on the windswept 
hillock, searching for pieces of mica scrap. Nearby, in a deep underground pit 
lit by a candle, her husband was chipping away hard rock with hammer and chisel, 
unmindful of the boulders precariously hanging overhead. 


"These rocks will not fall," he said nonchalantly when asked if he was not wor- 
ried about his safety. 


Along with a large number of the landless labourers in Araria village of Tisri 
block in Giridih, the Adivasi couple was engaged in what is described as illegal 
mining. For them it is the only source of livelihood. 


After the closure of over 40 mica mines in the past few years, the Adivasis have 
been rendered unemployed and now earn their living by selling whatever little 
they can cut out of hard mica rocks. Even small children help their parents by 
picking mica scrap in the hard struggle for survival. 


There is no clear explanation why mica mining, once a flourishing business, is 
on the decline these days. According to one version, private owners of mica 
mines have deliberately suspended operations to create artificia! scarcity and 
raise its international market price. India accounts for 85 per cent of mica 
production in the world. The best mica is extracted from mines in Bihar. 


According to another version, however, the owners of private mines have already 
extracted whatever could be easily hauled up without heavy investment. Deep- 
ening of mines which is needed for further extraction is costly and returns would 
not be as rewarding as in the past. 


Whatever the reason for the slowing down of mining operations, it is causing 
widespread unemployment and misery among the poor Adivasis. 


Kakani and Khirkya villages in Tisri block and many others in Bihar's mica belt 
are dotted with big and small ratholes, blasted by the Adivasas to extract mica 


73 











from underground rocks. At Araria and several other villages, groups of Adivasis 
have not together [as published] and resumed mining in long-abandoned pits, 

using rickety wooden stairs for descending and candles for light in deep caverns, 
with little regard for safety. 


Sold Cheaply 


But while the miners in the coal belt can sell without much difficulty what they 
illegally extract, clandestine mica miners depend utterly on the whims and 
fancies of unscrupulous dealers who alone are authorised to buy this mineral. 
Dige Marandi said though she collected 20 to 22 kg. a day, her daily earnings 
never exceeded Rs. 3, for the deale:s bought scrap at '5 paise a kg. Because of 
such exploitation of the miners, there is stark poverty in the mica region. 





This situation is largely traceable to the indifferent attitude of the Union and 
the state governments towards the mica trade which accounts for over Rs. 25 
crores by way of foreign exchange. In 1974, The Mica Industry Trading Corpora- 
tion was set up to bring some order into the mica business in the country, but 
only private mine-owners have benefited from MITCO operations so far. 


The bulk of poor Adivasis who work in the mines continue to get starvation wages. 
seldom exceeding Rs.6 to Rs. 8 a day. Since the Adivasis who extract the mineral 
on their own have no marketing channels, they get poor returns from the deale’s 
appointed by the government. 





Mica mining provides a grim pointer to the fact that unscrupulous entrepreneurs 
observe virtually no limits in circumventing laws, shrugging off their responsi- 
bilities and obligations. Nowhere in the state is the minimum wages act treated 
with such contempt, safety rules ignored and tax evasion so common as in the mica 
belt. 


In the mica mines, even miners who have been working for over two decades 

remain temporary, although under government regulations continuous service for 
more than 290 days automatically entitled ome to be treated as a permanent 
employee, with all attendant benefits. It is alleged that as soon as workers 
complete nine months of service, they are laid off and re-employed under different 
names. That the charge is not without substance is obvious from the fact that 
not even 1,000 miners in the entire area are recognised as permanent employees 

of companies engaged in the business. 


About 80 sq. miles in the Girdih [as published] and Koderma areas comprise Bihar's 
mica belt. Even when all mica mines were operated, the plight of the Adivasis 
who constitute the bulk of the labour force was pitiable. Now with mines closing 
one after another, the labourers face starvation. 


It is a measure of the declining interest in the operations that the largest 
private mica mining company which holds a lease for tapping underground mica 
reserves over a ten-sq-mile area in Bihar, has virtually gone into liquidation 
throwing over 10,000 people out of job. Started by the British before 1947, the 
Indian successors of this company mined mica extensively until a few years ago 
and then, all of a sudden, after securing a huge loan from a nationalised bank, 
virtually went into liquidation, without meeting its liabilities. 
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Mr. Satya Narayan Saksaria, a mica magnate who operates two mines near Tisri, con- 
tends that the wide fluctuations in the market and the "gamble" involved in 

mining operations are largely responsible for the decline in mining. As indige- 
nous mica-based industries have not come up, the trade depends entirely on exports, 
now largely confined to Russia. 


Earlier, when the U.S. also used to import Indian mica, mining was at its peak. 
But America has already imported so much mic? from India that there is a virtual 
glut there, | 


Mr. Saksaria sa‘d in addition to the fall in export demand, another reason behind 
the declining interest in mica mining was the "speculative" nature of the opera- 
tions. "Digging underground, one can never be sure of striking mica-bearing 
rocks. We go on prospecting from spot to spot until we find the right seam to 


Mr. K. Majumdar, chairman and managing director of MITCO, said mica exports, 
instead of going down, had been increasing from year to year. It was wrong to 
say that the mica trade had bleak prospects. Launching of mica-based industries 
by MITCO in the near future would give both impetus and stability to the trade. 


CSO: 4220/7377 
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INDIA 


FOREIGN EXCHANGE BURDEN FOR OIL IMPORTS MAY DECREASE 
Boabay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Bnglieh 27 Mar 61 p 11 


[Text] New Delhi, March 26 (UNI): India's foreign exchange burden on import of 
oil is expected to be lees by about Re. 750 crores in 1981-82 againat the current 
year's (1980-81), 


An estimated 15.2 million tonnes of crude oi) and 4.73 million tonnes of petroleum 
products would be imported in the next financial year. The total foreign exchange 
expenditure on these imports at current prices is likely to be Re. 4,855 crores. 


This is againet an import of 16.7 million tonnes of crude and 7.98 million tonnes 
of petroleum products costing about Re. 5,600 crores in 1980-81. 


The annual report of the petroleum ministry for 1980-81 reveals that the increase 
in the prices of petroleum products on January 13 is estimated to yield an 
additional Re. 1,195 crores annually against the additional burden of ab: ut 

Re. 1,223 crores caused by the rise in oil prices in the world market. 


Assam Output 


The 011 and Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) produced 6,408 million tonnes of crude 
oil--3,051 onshore and 3,357 of fshore--during April to December, 1980. The 
production in Aseam was severely affected due to the disturbed conditions there. 
During the period the ONGC supplied 737.5 million cubic metres (MCM) of natural 
ga6 against the annual target of 1,177 MCM. 


A proposal for the development of R-12 structure at an estimated cost of Rs. 36.28 
crores has already been approved by the government and on completion this project 
is expected to achieve a production rate of one million tonnes per annum 

by 1982. 


Another proposal to develop the south bassein field to lay a pipeline from the 
field to transport gas to Gujarat (Hazira) at a total cost of Re. 376.33 crores, 
is under consideration. 


In addition, the phase-IV development programme, estimated to cost Rs. 365.40 
crores, and phase-V at an estimated cost of Rs. 213.4 crores for the development 
of Bombay High, have also been approved by the government. 


Té& 
|; 





On completion of the phase-IV development programme by mid-1982, the production 
potential rate of Bombay High will be enhanced to 12 million tonnes per annum, 


Meanwhile, the petroleum minietry has advised the state governments to take steps 
to check adulteration of kerosene with high apeed diesel in view of the price 
differential of about 93 paise a litre, 


C80: 4220/7424 
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MCNAMARA, OIL, ENERGY MINISTERS MEET IN NEW DELHI 


Madras THE HINDU in English 25 Mar 81 p 9 
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INDIA 


SEARCH WIDENED FOR SELF-RELIANCE IN OIL 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 23 Mar 81 p 4 


[Text] The demand for petroleum products in India has been steadily rising. 
The consumption of petroleum products has increased six-fold during the last 25 
years. The Sixth Plan (1980-85) projections show that it may touch 45.5 mil- 
lion tonnes. 


Indigenous crude oil production, which started very humbly, now fulfile a respec- 
table 45 per cent of the entire demand. In 1981-82, crude ofl from on-shore and 
off-shore areas is expected to be 16.9 million tonnes. This may go up to about 
22 million tonnes by the end of the Plan period. Yet the dependence on supplies 
from abroad is heavy and hurtful. This year (1980-861), 16.7 million tonnes of 
crude and about eight million tonnes of petroleum products were expected to be 
imported at a coet of Re 5,600 crore. Besides, casting a heavy burden on the 
foreign exchange reserves of the country, dependence on oil imports has to 
reckon with complex problems of global diplomacy. 


Against this background, the Government has decided to move nearer to self- 
reliance in crude. The proposed Sixth Plan outlay of over Re 2,870 crore on 
oil exploration is an indication of this resolve. 


The policy implementation has taken two complementary directions. The Oil and 
Natural Gas Commission (ONGC) and O11 India Led. (OIL), the two premier oil 
explorations and development agencies of the country, are being encouraged and 
assisted to step up their exploration and development programmes. The other 
direction is to supplement the oil prospecting work of ONGC and O°. by leasing 
out selected areas to competent and experienced foreign oil companies for explora- 
tion work. 


In August last year, pre-qualifying bids were invited from foreign oil companies. 
Out of 67 foreign parties from all over the world which responded to the invitation, 
35 companies were tentatively short-listed. Geological and geophysical data vere 
provided to them to enable them to submit their final bide for 32 blockse--17 
‘ff-shore and 15 on-shore. 


The 32 biocks (region-wise) offered for oil exploration and development are: -- 








Off-Shore Blocks 


Konkan (3 blocks); Kerala (3); Lakshadweep (4); Gulf of Manaar (2); Coromanda! 
(1); Sauraehtra (2) and Weat Bengal (2). 


On-Shore Blocks 


J & K and Himachal Foothille (1); UP Foothills (1); Sharda Depression (3); 
Gandak Depression (2); Cauvery on-shore (2); Kutch basin (3); and Bikaner 
Nagaur (3). 


Since then 21] foreign oil companies have had further technical discussions with 
the O11 and Natural Gas Commission. Interested companies will submit their final 
bide for the blocks on offer after these discussions are completed. Firm con- 
tracts with selective oil companies are expected to be concluded soon after. 

The actual exploration work may begin during 1981-82. 


CSO: 4220/7383 

















INDIA 


JPPOSITION PARTIES MOBILIZE FARMERS TO RALLY 


Report on Rally 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Mar 81 pp 1, 7 
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py ty RE OF 
ro sup t- 
ed in the rally in defiance of his 
chief Chau Charan —* 
wishes, adv farmers st 
taking wheat to the mandis till 
euch time as their demands were 


eon : 
“The next step of (he kisan and 
khet masdoor movemen| he said. 
would be decided on 7 May at a 
meeling in Kolhapur. He added 
though farmers coming to the 
rally were stopped at several 
places, the lakhs who had come 
to claim (their rights was proof 
‘hat the Iedian fanmer bad 
awakeged 
STOP PAYING LEVY 

A\kali Dal leader Parkas, Singh 
Badal wanted the rally to be a 
result-oriented one instead of 
being limited to a speech-making 
exercise that had ao impact oo 
the people. 

The former Punjab Chief Min. 
‘ater said that in future no kican 
should pay any levy for develop 


Demanding parity between 
farm and industrial produce. Mr 
Badal said that it was a matter 


‘be farmers and the agncultural 
labourers, if the need arose he 
pledged. 


Keiterating the warning that 
failure (0 pay proper remunera- 
live prices for wheat would force 
farmers to desist from taking 
their produce to the markets, 
LLD leader Charanjit Yadav also 
took up cudgels on behalf of the 
unemployed urban and = fural 
youth. 

He warned (hat the unemploy- 
ed would demand an auewanre 
of Rs 150 per month if the sixth 
Plan was not modified within a 
year to provide jobs to them. 

Mr Yadav said that the rally 
which marked the beginning of 
a new unity between the political 
parties was meant to fulhl the 
dream of every indian to get, 
“Rozi gur roti.” 

He charged angmly that one 
of the many people, who had 
been stopped from altiending 
the rally, had died after being 
beaten up. He appealed to the 
people to remain united aad 
prevent the movement (om 
being broken 
Forward Bloc MP (%\\a Basu, 

while charging that ‘he Govern. 
ment was using 2!) possible me. 
thods to crush the nascent move 
ment, said that no force and no 
security laws like the NSA would 
be able to break the movement. 
FIGHT FOR JUSTICE 

All india Trade Union Con- 
gress (AITUC) leader and MP 
Indrajit Gupta said thet though 
the rich industrialists. black- 
marketeers, profiteers and others 
hed exploited the rural and ur 
ban poor for many years, these 
oppressed classes would sow 
Gght for their just mghts 


Farmers’ Demands 


He ‘old the gathering that the 
CP! CPM and the Democratic 
Bocialiat Front (DSF) members 
in the Lok Sabha had staged a 
walkout on Thursday morning 
when the Speaker refused to al: 
low a discussion on a calling 
attention motion on the deten 
tion and beating up of farmers 
coming to the rally. 

In a challenging voice Mr Har. 
kishan Si Surjeet warned 
that if the a were not given 
their due they would nec let any 
Government, leave «sione the 
present one, continue to govern. 

He said that the charter of de 
mands presented to ‘he Parlia 
ment contained all (he demands 
for which the farmers and agri- 
cultural labourers were j.enting 
individually in different paris of 
the country 

Mr Surjeet asked those attend- 
ine the rally to go back to their 
vi and spread the message 
He also referred to the nearly 300 
tractors bringing farmers for th 
rally were stopped at the Delhi 
borders. 

Leaders of the All India Kisan 
Sabha Dr Z A Ahmed, Akali 
Dal’s Sant Marchand Singh Longo- 
wal. Cong4! leader Chaudhary 
Branm Perkash Revolutionary 
Socialist Party's Tridib Chaudhary, 
Lok Dal leader Khumba Ram 
Arva, were some of the other 
leaders who addressed the huge 
crowd, and exhorted them to re- 
main united and catty on the 


joint struggle. 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Mar 81 p 1 


‘Text | 


cso: 


The I2-point charter of de 
mand ted to Parliament by 
the farmers and farm hands 
secks remunerative prices for 
‘arm produce, price parity bet- 
ween farm and industrial goods, 
and» = linking of wages of ‘arm 
labourer with the cost of living 
ince — 


The charter alee seeks aboli- 
tion of ail State and Central 
‘axes on farm inputs. and a re- 
duction in input costs. 
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levies, 
electricity charges, full tax and 
debt relief to peasants and agri- 
cultural workers, and a bar on 


loaning institutions from re 
covering from defaulters amounts 
which exceed the principal. 


Houses and house sites, ex- 
tension of .ood for work pro- 


gramme, replacement of the 
Laod equisition Act. iand re- 
forms. supply of essential com- 


modities, mocratised village 

nchayats and withdrawal of 
National Security Act and other 
draconian laws are the other de 
mands. 





INDIA 


GUJARAT LEADS SEARCH FOR RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCES 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Mar 81 p 11 
[Article by P. Ravikishore] 


[Text] There is a need to search for alternate sources of energy which are not 
only economical butalso easily available. Efforts all over the world have led 
to the identification of some of the potentially viable sources such as solar 
and wind energy, bio-conversion, including photosynthesis etc. In order to tap 
these the Government of India recently set up the Advisory Committee on New and 
Renewable Energy Sources. 


An autonomous body--the Gujarat Energy Development Agency--was set up some time 
ago. It has taken up some projects for research and development. It has also 
been encouraging various private and public bodies to organize research projects. 


The GEDA projects include an energy unit to surport a 1.5 MW power plant and a 
ten-ton solar powered cold storage system. This agency also proposed a scheme 
to popularize the solar cooker. Private organizations such as the Jyoti 
Limited at Baroda, also initiated certain projects. 


On the solar energy front, successful systems have been developed using direct 
solar radiation. Direct thermal application of solar energy is being used for 
hot water, hot air, desalination, and low pressure steam systems and cookers. 


The heat generation capacity in all these systems is estimated to be between 80° 
and 90° centigrade. Some of these are being used by industries and hospitals. 
The Jyoti Limited has been working on solar refrigeration systems and small-scale 
power generation. 


Good Future 


Wind energy conversion systems, which are being worked out in Baroda, seem to 
hold promise for rural water supply and lighting. These can be operated in 
areas with significant wind velocities. 


Optimization of the conventional gobar gas plant design and development of a plant 
that will accept ail kinds of organic wastes, rural integrated energy centres 
cased on renewable resources, and development of a range of efficient steam 
engines with wood fired boilers are some of the other projects in progress at 
Baroda. 
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These efforts, though commendable, have to be viewed critically. The economics 
of solar systema is too high for any immediate large-scale commercial develop- 
ment. Moreover, the conventional systema occupy an area proportionate to the 
power generating capacity. Developments in these will mean condensing the area 
required for the solar collector by way of using suitable material for high 
intensity collection. Further research to bring these sources within the reach 
of the consumer continues, though not at a satisfactory pace. 


CSO: 4220/7391 
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VICE ADMIRAL APPOINTED SHIPPING CORPORATION HEAD 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 22 Mar Bl p 5 


[Text] BOMBAY, March 21: Vice-admiral sulted in the destruction of the Port. 
R. K. S. Ghaodhi has been teu gucse§ dest t, “Afonso de Albu. 
vicewhairman and managing “.irectcr querque” in harbour in 196), 
of the siate-owoed Shipping Corpora- During the 1°"' odoPakisiani cou. 
won of India. : flict he captains, «S “Mysore” sad 

An order imued in the came ol received the Vir Chakra gallantry 
the President of India was received at award. 
the SCI headquarters here today. Vice Having held the command cf the 
is cape «d © oF easiern and the western flees, Se was 
sume office on March made chief of personnel at naval head 
Born on July 1. 1924, he entered quarters here and in 1977 he was 
the Royal Naval College, awarded the Param Vishist Seva Meda! 
England, and was at different war for his distinguished services. 
theatres during World War IL He was Vice-odmiral Ghandbi was very 
an “side de camp” to Mount much in the limelight during 1977-79 
ten when he was the of as the flag officer commanding-in-chief, 
ndia during 1947-48, Vice-Admiral western naval command. 
Ghandhi also supervised the construc The previows incumbent of the post 
tion of new warships for the Indian of vice-chairman and managing direc 
Navy in England in 1959 tor of the SCL was Rear-Admiral 


ommanding | 
“Berwa”. he led an attack, which re 
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BRIEFS 


HARIJAN EMPLOYMENT STATISTICS--New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): Of more than 3,092,000 
Central government employees of all the four classes, the percentage of scheduled 
castes is 4.75 in class I, 7.37 in class II, 12.55 in class III and 19.32 in 
class IV, the Lok Sabha was informed in a written reply today. Though the 
overall percentage of scheduled castes has crossed the 15 per cent mark, there 
was shortfall in respect of scheduled tribes in all the four groups of employees-- 
only 3.89 per cent. The scheduled tribes accounted for 0.94 per cent of class I 
posts (435 in all), 1.03 per cent of class two (579), 3.11 per cent of class 

III (53,460) and 5.19 per cent of class IV (65,975) jobs throughout the country. 
There were in position a total of 46,434 class I officers, 56,287 class II, 
1,718,576 class III and 1,271,254 class IV employees, Mr. Yogendra Makwana, 
minister of state for home affairs, said. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 

in English 26 Mar 81 p 7) 


MINING PACT WITH UK--New Delhi, March 25 (PTI): India and Britain have signed a 
new agreement under which Britain will provide Rs. 14.6 crores aid to help the 
former develop its surface mining capacity. The aid, under the agreement signed 
here yesterday, would be used for four electric mining shovels and two walking 
draglines manufactured by two British firms. The shovels would be used at 
Kusmunda mine in the Korba coalfields owned by Western Coalfields Limited. The 
draglines would be at the Singrauli coalfields in Madhya Pradesh. The new 
agreement is part of a continuing programme of British aid to the Indian coal 
industry. So far, Britain has given about Rs. 39 crores for this purpose, mainly 
to mechanise longwali mining equipment, and fo consultants and training. 
Britain's aid is expected to total about Rs. 240 crores in 1980-81, according 

to informations available here. [as published] [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 26 Mar 81 p 13] 


ME. dAALAYA POPULATION GROWTH--Shillong, March 24: Meghalaya's population has more 
tian doubled in three decades. Releasing provisiona census figures for 1981 for 
Meghalaya, Mr. J. Jayeng, director of census operations, said here yesterday 

that the st. e's current population was 13,27,874 against 19,11,699 in 1971. 

The population of the area, now included in Meghalaya, in 1951 was 605,674. 

The present density of population per sq. km. is 59 persons and there are 956 
women per 1,000 men. The literacy rate is 33.22 per cent. The proportion of 

the urban population to the total is 18.12 per cent. According to the census 
figures, there were 4,982 villages in the state in 1971. But now the number 

has gone down to 4,951. A number of villages were found uninhabited during 

this year's enumeration. There are 12 towns against six in 1971. [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 26 Mar 81 p 15] 
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‘ANDHIL TRAVEL PLANS--New Delhi, March 23 (UNI): Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira 
‘andhi, will pay an official visit to Kuwait in May apart from the United Arab 
omirates, it is learnt here today. These would be her first official visits 
ibroad after her return to power last year. Mrs. Gandhi will first visit Geneva 
-o deliver the keynote address at an international science conference. On her 
way back she is expected to pay a two-day visit to the U.A.E. from May 10, 

‘rom there, she will go for a brief visit to Kuwait. Mrs. Gandhi will hold 
calks with the leaders of these countries on the situation in the Gulf region, 
Jest Asia and the increasing big-power rivalry in the Indian Ocean. She will 
ilso discuss important bilateral matters and economic and technical co-operation 
with those countries. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Mar 81 


p 9) 


BASAVALINGAPPA TO CONGRESS (1)--Karnataka MLA and former Minister B Basavalingappa, 
has left the Congress-U and joined the Congress-I, reports PTI. Mr Basavalingappa 
has been admitted to the Karnataka Pradesh Congress Legislture [as published] Party 
by leader and Chief Minister, R Gundu Rao. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 


21 Mar 81 p 4) 


SUPPORT FOR RESERVATIONS--The Jamaat-e-Islami has welcomed the Lok Sabha's 
recent unanimous resolution reiterating the nation's commitment to providing 
reservations for the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in government service 
and educational institutions. In a statement today, the amir of Jamaat-e- 
Islami, Maulana Mohammad Yusuf, described the resoution [as published] as 
"magnanimous." "The Prime Minister and the opposition parties deserve con- 
gratulations for this noble step," the amir said and added, "I hope in the same 
way the Prime Minister and the opposition parties will try to forge a national 
consensus to bring about an end to all kinds of agitations and communal or other 
kinds of violence." Maulana Mohammad Yusuf appealed to the Muslims of Gujarat 
to come forward to help eradicate mutual hatred. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 


INDIA in English 22 Mar 81 p 1] 


WEST BENGAL CPI--Calcutta, March 21: The CPI leader, Mr. Biswanath Mukherjee, 
and two other party colleagues were today present, for the first time, at the 
ruling left front meeting to discuss the details of electoral adjustments for the 
coming municipal elections on May 31. A front spokesman said the CPI would be 

a signatory to a joint appeal for support in municipal elections. The left 

front is expected to allot a Midnapore assembly constituency to the CPI for 

the by-election to the state assembly on May 17. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 


INDIA in English 22 Mar 81 p 7] 


CONGRESS (1) MP DIES--Bhopal, March 26 (UNI, PTI)--Mrs Sahodara Rai, Congress-I 
“Pe, died in Sagar early this morning after protracted illness. Mrs Rai repre- 
sented Sagar constituency in the Lok Sabha. Mrs Rai had taken active part in the 
Goa liberation movement and had suffered a lot due to attrocities comnittee by 
‘he Portuguese government. [as published] The Lok Sabha observed a two-minute 
siience in her memory. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 27 Mar 81 p 7] 








SOVIET POWER WORKERS--Bombay, March 22: A three-member delegation of power 
workers from the USSR, which is currently in India on a seven-day visit at the 
invitation of the All-India Federation of Electricity Employees, will spend 

a day in the city tomorrow, according to a statement of Mr. A. D. Golandaj, 
regional secretary of the federation, The delegation consisting of Mr. 
Vincheslav Zabozlaev, president, Thermal Power Station Workers' Union, Moscow, 
Mr. Khasil Samatov, president, Power Workers’ Union of Uzbekistan, and Mr. 
Oleg Skliannikov, will visit the BEST Undertaking and the Bombay Suburban 
Electric Supply Limited in the city. [Text] [| sombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in 
English 23 Mar 81 p 5) 


KERALA OPPOSITION FRONT--Trivandrum, March 22 (UNI): The Kerala state unit of 
the National Revolutionary Socialist Party, led by Mr. R. M. Parameswaran, has 
joined the Congress(I)-led by opposition democratic front. The state secre- 
tariat of the National RSP has endorsed the decision, Mr. Parameswaran said in a 
Statement today. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 23 Mar 81 p 5] 


CITY NAME SPELLINGS--Chandigarh, March 23--Jullundur has become Jalandhar, 
Ferozepur Firozpur, Bhatinda Batbinda, Hissar Hisar and Sonepat become Sonipat. 
The survey of India have approved phonetic names for these cities and town. 

[as published] The new spellings in respect of these and many other towns in 
the region have already been notified by the Government. [Text] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 24 Mar 81 p 4] 


CSO: 4220/7378/7386 








NEPAL 


MORE THAN 1,000 CANDIDATES IN GENERAL ELECTIONS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA ‘n English 27 Mar 81 p 7 


[Text] Kathmandu, March 26: The Prime Minister, Mr. Surya Bahadur Thapa, said 
today that a large number of candidates had filed nomination papers for Nepal's 
general elections and added: "It clearly indicates that the the people are 
now eager and determined to join the maintstreamof the partyless panchayat in 
the kingdom." [as published] 


Mr. Thapa told the RSS, national news agency, that this was a fitting reply to 
those who were under the illusion that if they withheld their support to the polls 
others wouid also do so. 


Replying to the criticism by the multi-party group, he said, the people, who dis- 
played their enthusiasm to choose the right to select a political system in the 
referendum, would show even greater keenness in the general elections. 


Referring to Mr. B. P. Koirala's views on the referendum, Mr. Thapa said the 
people's verdict was a cold reality and there was no need to quibble over various 
aspects of it. 


He assured the people that they would have full freedom to choose their candidates 
within the limits of law but warned them that any obstacle or disruption in public 
life would not be tolerated. 


Several Nepalese newspapers have also commended the zeal with which 1,447 candi- 
dates have filed nominations for 112 seat in the Rashtriya Panchayat, representing 
a broad spectrum of the Nepalese population. 


AP adds: This is the first time that a general election is being held in the 20- 
year-old history of the "Panchayat" political system, which prohibits political 
parties. 


Most of the former heads of pcriitical nerties banned two decades ago, have decided 
t» bevcott or not to participate in the eiections. But the leader of the out- 
lawed Nepal Communist Party (pro-Moscow faction), Mr. Kesharjung Rayamjhi, has 
said a number of his party members are participating in the election as “inde- 
pendent" candidates. 


©SO: 4220/7425 
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STATISTICS ON STATELESS IN SRI LANKA GIVE) 
Madras THE HINDU in English 23 Mar 81 p 5 
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